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more time to study the economic and health found |ead [nt ed[rt lwo’l‘ﬂdn teat It ’
impact of the Taracorp lead contamination.

Three mayors — Von Dee Cruse of Granite City, '
John Bellcoff of Madison and Tyrone Echols of
Venice — met with state Rep. Sam Wolf on Fri-
day to discuss preparation. of a joint study and

.response to the EPA’8 cleanup proposal for lead // ( ' X1 TS ‘ ' e o r d 'i
contaminated areas in the three c%o - 3 , A , A n e

Cruse said the EPA has agreed ‘‘99.9 percent” . . —
to a two- to three-week extension of the public-

comment period in order to allow the communities
to assess the local situation,
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An EPA spokesman said Friday she couldn't ~ | S iR eopLe Lies . 55;“ h?_f ‘)‘?ﬁ:
conmfirm the extension, but that “extensions are 4 '[f A ; g ; i g ourch:h (ns is

not unheard of.” ~ 3
The citles, Cruse said, must be allowed time to ,
look at the contamindtion problem and its local

y «-there real v are
Then it ﬁ?fétﬂd be ¢ -aned

the: pmpmed response “Motids

impact. He said the ‘planned cleanup would be | ponse:s k

very disruptive to both gcsidems and business. res will:be presented- " } of the w-oplo
“We think (the cleanup) is really a very, very “i?i‘ .

serious problem,” Cruse sald’ “The EPA has ted” wi h Lhe

already created a serious problem by coming in a'part of its |

and focusing media and public atention on the Bbcrw tha: level of lead f ol FinEarenty ning’ proce ', ice the jublic
contamination.’ ?‘%} o i City” W“yno ‘significih ‘ “LEAD, P1 78 6A)
The EPA’s proposal for cleaning up the contami-

nation calls for digging up battery casings used as - Wi to ﬁgmﬁt it Sn*the Lfg’" Q%Am?hat there is"g‘mgh lead in the

list, - whichiwe. did,” Wolf §ii3Pa Hake dangefous if you et it
ving material in Venice alleys and a$-fill in i you., 1
?%1;:]0 Park, and digging up casings froth #n area ’ * keep wtorf \Evith the EPA, Tli 4 Pir Qeutiooked foffftiem. v - ar
close to the I‘amcorp pile in the “1500 block of , pe‘r:cen of the'funding to get it ﬂ o . pR —un i dirt that m it nn ad
State Street «  “Howevet, there is a questxon of pubh *1iéa utFthéy re looking for lead. Even thee

It also calls for remgval of the top six inches of *Whether 500 ppm (of icad) constitutes 't foufid fyead in the dirt, I wouldn't cat =~
soil from residential yafds in'large areas of Gran- ~hazard. Wewe sHsking for a delfyito]de . -'C{ﬂg«.wa +%*nd the other Cenn  F
ite City and Madison.%here lead levels have been “that is an #¥AiFte statistic to ﬁ%w 1hg ‘they "Wdn't work wﬂ(}), the néa Xm 1{& .Q,'\‘r{];‘,. i

measured at 500 parts"pér millior ‘or above. ™ Crusd g8 thé EPA hasn't shtwn Al S
The dug-up ar(}:ls wgﬁld be recovered with sod 1e8 to indicate a level of danget merititig : 'u?;ggcéoa%ntéﬂetnﬁeoutdof ttown offanything -t u {é

or asphalt The contaminated soil and casing P yards. P )% . m don't come n. e

material would be added to the present Taracorp He said further public health studies are 0"-;0 i Cleanup of the contamination is essentia - ruse

pile and the pile would be permanently sealed. He ‘indicafed thé Illinois Department of,f bhc Qaid and the EPA is the only one with th‘ xper
Wolf said he has been involved with the Tara- Health woflld B6thsked to do some furth diesagFHisentiotféyund bther Tesources tordo it
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corp problem since 1982 and that a public hearing during the requested delay.
on the problemn was held in September 1983. “I don't X
“We- decided the beSt solutkm to the problem eat," ¥
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hearing. residents have came
_ forward to say battery casing
i material was not only used to
" pave alleys in Venice, but for

driveways and streets t.hrough

out the area’’

“People need to be given time
to come forward with this infor-
mation and then tests need to be
done,”” Brown said. ;

Brown said a meeting thxs
week that included Mel Wilms-
meyer, chairman and president
of Magna Bank, and Harold Cav- -

" ins, president of the Granite City
' Board of Realtors, indicated real”
 estate values have already been

effected. - -

“Under Illmms law 1f there is
a known health hazard’ Jhe pro--
- spective buyer must be prov,lded
. "with a disclosure ‘of ‘ the - health !

hazard,” Brown said. ‘‘If an
. ,;,harea is red-lined in;as;
SR 'the éontaminated area

EPA

+

1t will scare . buyers

away Lo
Allofthedowntownareals.

w\q; it
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by thefﬁrcleeﬁn oY the-
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within the boundaries the EPA:

has marked as cantaminated.
but is not scheduled for cleanup
because the EPA contends any
lead on paved areas would have
just washed down the storm sey-

“But that smokestack has
been belching out lead since
1903, before a lot of that area

was paved or built over,” Brown ,
‘““What happen& AL the -
future if there is development

said.

and they start digging up con-
- taminated soil?

‘“The EPA plan doesn’t.

address that. The time to do

something about it is now, when -
the EPA is here with the money -
and inclination, and not in anoth- :

er 10 years.” ~

;Brown said the bottom lme is
-a.need for more-blood tests.

“If (blood tests) find no pn,
the ,EPA _should

that have lead levels above 1,500

ppm or whatever level is a reaI .

mnger »”

parts of the* bty
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Downtown restoration society plans

nif.

petition drive opposing soil removal

GRA™ ITE CITY — An area-wide petition drive

to have the U.S. Environmental Agency reconsider

. its Sup: rfund cleanup plans for -the Taracorp lead

, contamination wasibegun this week by the Down-
town Neighborhagd Restoration Society. .~ =

#:  The petitions ¥l be filed as part of the EPA’s

;= public comment period, according to DNRS mem-

r John Hopking# ~ -~ . "

.+ In addition, heigaid, the petitions will be sent to
. U.S. Rep. Jerry Costello and Senators Paul Simon
--and Alan Dixon. -

The l-gislators will be asked to ‘‘exercise all
‘possible lobbying efforts on the federal level” in
opposition to the EPA’s proposal.

The D'NRS, which said it is the only organized

;. neighborhood group in the proposed cleanup area,
voted uianimously to begin the drive at its regu-
larly scheduled meeting on Feb. 9.

Prior to the vote, the members participated in a
90-minute question-and-answer session with Brad
Bradiey of the EPA and Dan Webb of the Illinois
Public Health Administration.

At is;ue is the removal of the top six to eight
inches of soil from residential yards as planned
under the EPA-preferred Alternative H, which the
DNRS :onsiders excessive.

+The EPA established seven alternatives follow-

.or asphalt.

ing its feasibility study with Alternative H being
its preferred choice.

The DNRS is urging adoption of Alternative D, a
less extensive and less expensive cleanup plan.

. Both alternatives call for digging up the battery
casings from the Venice alleys and the areas clos-
est to the Taracorp pile at 16th and State streets.

The dug-ug‘ areas would be recovered with sod

he contaminated material would be
added to the present Taracorp pile and the pile
would be permanently sealed.

Unlike Alternative H, Alternative D does not call
for wide-spread soil removal in residential areas.

The estimated cost of Alternative D is $6,835,450
compared to $25,000,000 for Alternative H. Alterna-
tive H is estimated to take six months longer than
Alternative D.

The DNRS objections to Alternative H are:

*An absence of scientific documentation of pub-
lic health risks associated with soil contamination
of 500 parts per million (the EPA’s threshold) suf-
ficient enough to offset the devastating effects on
residential safety and property values brought
about by the residential cleanup.

*A lack of updated blood tests of children in the
so-called affected area, coupled with the failure to
(See PETITION, Page 10A)

4

demonstrate specific a
reas o
health problems clearly associat-

ed with the in estion
through the soiJ.g of lead

_The group also requests addi-
tional valid scientific study and
additional blood tests as . called
gi);t b_\,; z‘homI ulL;mg, chief toxicolo-

of the Illinois De
Public Health, partment of

:I“he DNRS petition states:

the Be dlt l}ereby resolved that
undersigned are o

the United States EPApr]stZgn:
tive H for the cleanup of the
Taracorp/NL Superfund Site.
The undersigned agree that
Alterpative D is the preferred
solution. However, the under-
sngqe_d support the conduct of
additional valid scientific studies
to determine the health risks of
soils between 500 ppm and 1,000
ppm. Should such valid scientific
s.tud_y. (in the future) reveal a
significant risk to health in the
Granite City area, the cleanup
proposal should be based on
(that new) study.” o

S —— ~e——
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TRANITE CITY — If the U.S. Environmental

otection Agency has its way, Granite City will
have a landmark to rival Monk’s Mound. .

The plan favored by the EPA would double the

size of the 240,000 ton pile of lead slag and battery

casings in the 1500 block of State Street, according
to Brad Bradley, the federal EPA’s remedial proy
ect manager for the site. P

“You’d be able to ski off of it,”” said Tom Long,
senior toxicologist for the Illinois Department of
Public Health.

Long was one of about 160 people present Thurs-
day night at a public hearing held by the EPA to
explain its preferred method of dealing with lead
contamination in the city from 80 years of lead
smelting at NL Industries, now Taracorp. ”

The plan — estimated to cost $25 million and
take 18 to 30 months to complete — would involve
scraping top soil from 55 city blocks in a one-mile
radius around the site and consolidating it with the
big Taracorp pile. Airborne lead was deposited in
the yards over decades of smelting operations at
the plant.

A sidgler pile at the St Lows Lead Recyclers

{See TARACORP, Page BA)

grill EPA over |

(st
Brad Bradley of the U.S. EPA talks at the public hearing Thur<
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Taracorp cleanup a step cl

By Mike Myers
Staff writer

GRANITE CITY — The news is hopeful and not
so hopeful, respectively, for the city’s two contam-
inated areas.

A feasibility study has been completed on lead-
contaminated Taracorp sites in Granite City, Ven-
ice and Eagle Park which are listed as Superfund
sites by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
c¢y. The public comment period on the eight pro-
posed cleanup alternatives is set to begin Wednes-
day, according to Mary Ann LaFair of the EPA.

Meanwhile, the Cleveland-based Jennison-Wright
company, whose wood-treating plant in Granite
City is listed by the Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency as dioxin-contaminated, has filed for
bankruptcy in federal court. According to Stephen
Davis, IEPA project manager, paying for cleanup
of the site is in question.

LaFair said Friday the Taracorp feasibility
Ay G raade Fae molorce T Gl bl ar el
at the Granite City Library, 2001 Delmar Ave., by
Wednesday.
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o lancan .
EE

B R S

i -

for the entire area. It contains a number of alter-
natives, in this case eight, and the EPA looks at it
and we suggest changes or additions. The people
can suggest changes or additions during the com-
ment period.”

The lead contamination resulted from
recycling, according to the EPA. :

The sites listed as contaminated are the 55-block
area immediately surrounding the former National
Lead waste pile at 15th and State streets in Gran-
ite City, a number of alleys in Venice where the
battery casings were used as paving material, and
several lots in Eagle Park where the material was
used as fill. - ’

LaFair said a public meeting on the Taracorp
proposals is scheduled at 7 p.m. Feb. 8 in the
Granite City Township Building, 2060 Delmar Ave.
She said smaller meetings with specific groups are
planned in late January but are not yet finalized.

The public comment period will end Feb 24

sne sald Ule LA plans Lo run an advertisermnent
announcing the comment period in the Wednesday
Granite City Journal and the EPA will be makine
u Préss reivase al Whe same ume.

Eattery

, Jennison-Wright may be st

“We are not planning a
although the feasibility
LaFair said. “I see a ¢
draft, but the changes a)

“We don’t hold onto
them just as soon as the

Jennison-Wright will ¢
current stock is depletec
the banks in priority for
Jennison-Wright will not
doors and walk away,” |
city and state.

“The banks will get th
Davis said. ‘“The IEPA
cleanup — it may be $1

- we don’t know.”’

Davis said Jennison-W;
erative throughout the b
It has continued to be
hankrinter he caid A=
anything.

At least 90 percent of t

were ~anged by farmer
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(Continued from Page 1A)
piant south of Taracorp wowd
al§o be consolidated into the
mpund, as would excavated
%erial from some alleys in
'ehice and sites in Eagle Park
Aptes which were filled with
mgterial from the piles.

¥he EPA would resod or pave
the property on which digging
oeturred, said the EPA’s Brad-

ley. A
%’h'e resulting mound would be

capped with a synthetic liner,
clay, top soil and sod, and the

sife “would be monitored - to
enSure that no lead leaches into

the water table, Bradley said.

“Concern about their children’s -
sgfety and about property values .
-disclose any environmenqtal lia-

dominated the questions and

cfmments offered by citizens

THursday night.
High lead levels in the body
cgn result in damage:to the .ner-

digestive system and the blood-
forming process. Lead is most
hazatrdous to children; it can

sﬁ;x;nt growth, harm mental"
development and impair hearing,

authorities say.

Mary Margaret Nonn submit-

ted a document asserting that

many of her relatives who grew
.in the area around Taracorp

dréd of cancer. A man said/14

peébple in one block near Tara-
cfirp had died of cancer.

“But toxicologist Long said lead
istnot considered to be a potent
carcinogen. Long said he passed
Granite City Steel on the way in.
‘“Chat coking operation could
hive a much greater effect” as
a‘carcinogen, he said.

-John Ervin, an alderman from
Venice, said it wasn’t just a few
alleys in Venice that had been
filled with lead waste, but all of
thdmi. EPA’s Bradley seemed
visibly shocked at this.

HAzater, Milton Morris, a long-
time businessman in Venice,
agreed with Ervin about the
number of contaminated alleys.
Mbdrris suggested the best way to
deal with that problem would be
to-pave the alleys with concrete.

Thris Risinger, who lives with
her husband and two young chil-
dren across State Street from
the big pile, asked, “How big of
apile am I going to be looking
at-when the cleanup is done, and
who is going to buy my house?”

1
VY

&

velis system, the kidneys, the

Bradley $aid the pile would -

double 1 size.  A> fui maso ao
going to buy your house, it’s
hard to answer that.”

Risinger 'said later that she
had herchil

showed blood lead levels ‘‘only

- slightly high — nothing to worry

about.”. . ;%>
Mel Wilmsmeyer, president of

"Magna Bank of Madison County,
~said the resulting

J mound would
“probably create problems for
years to come’’ in terms of eco-

. nomic development.

- The  cleanup also renders

" uncertain the future of efforts to
redevelop the downtown area.

Hlinois law requires sellers to
bilities to potential buyers, said
Harold Cavins, president of the
Granite City Board of Realtors.

+aMany:‘of ithe people present

seemed to favor hauling all the
contaminated material out of the
area. That was one option the
EPA had considered, but Brad-
ley said it was rejected because
it wouldn’t be any safer in terms
of health and would cost an esti-
mated $67 million.

Janet Smith, a spokesman for
NL Industries Inc., which paid
for a $1.5 million study of the
problem here, said the company
favored a much cheaper plan
($6.8 million). It would limit the
residential digging to sites where
Jead was present in concentra-
tions of more than 1,000 parts
per million.

The EPA wants to clean up all
places with lead levels of more
than 500 parts per million. The
lead level around the Taracorp
site decreases the farther away
it is from the site.

Smith said the EPA plan
would result in 30,000 more
truckloads of dirt and would
take seven years to complete,
rather than the two years the
EPA estimates.

““What you would really have
is a completely disrupted com-
munity,” Smith said.

Mayor Von Dee Cruse, who
left before the meeting was fin-
ished at 10:30 p.m. — as did
about 100 others — said Friday
that he favored the NL Indus-
tries plan. He called the EPA
plan ‘“‘preposterous’ and *‘com-

. ildren tested for lead:
two ‘weeks“ago, and the results

pletely out of focus with reali-
\-J .

Brett Hanke, Granite City’s
public works director, said it
was irrelevant whether lead was
present in.500 parts per million
or 1,000 parts per million.

“Let’'s use a standard we can
hang our hat on — blood lead
levels,” Hanke said. He said the
most sensible approach would be
to test all residents’ blood to find
out if there was any real danger
and clean up accordingly.

. Long, the public health toxicol-
ogist, said later he tended to
agree with Hanke.

“I'm not sure thaf 500 parts
per million (as a soil standard)
is justified, based on any science
that I know of,”" Long said. “I
elevated blood levels don't exist,
then what’s the problem?”’

Long said blood tests for lead
cost about $25. He said he was
going to suggest to his superiors
in the Department of Public
Health that the department con-
duct comprehensive free blood
tests of residents in the affected
area

Hanke also assailed the EPA
for the manner in which the
meeting was handled. Two hours
and 45 minutes of the meeting
were devoted to describing the

optional plans for cleanup, and

fielding questions and answers.
Then followed a period for public
comment.

Hanke gave an impassioned
speech before being cut off at
the EPA-stipulated 10-minute
limit on comments.

“I'm somewhat incensed with
the EPA’s approach to this
meeting tonight,”” Hanke said.
“They (the EPA) spoke for 21
hours before soliciting com-
ments. Two-thirds of the people
who signed up to speak have
already left. '

““The real purpose of this
meeting was to sell alternative
H (the EPA plan),” Hanke said.

The EPA will accept public
comment on its plan until Feb,
24 and it will decide by March 30
whether to implement the plan.

Written comments may be
sent to the US. Environmental
Protection Agency, Office of
Public Affairs, Region 5, 230 S.
Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 60604.
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eCleanup
; (Continued from Page 1A)
i the plant.
Jennison-Wright has said it
bought the plant without knowl-
y edge of the contamination and,
 once it was discovered, immedi-
| ately informed the state authori-
| ties.
i “They bought into the problem
+and have been trying to deal
| with it,” Davis said. “They have
i never been a bad actor per se.
' I really believe if (Jennison-
l' Wright) had the money, it would
i be out there cleaning up right
!now. But it's a federal judge
. who controls the money now.”’
_ But, he said, the bankruptcy
i will Jeave the IEPA with no one

: 35 CENTS
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“If we have to, we will to .
secure monies from l:t)'{hex- E CITY PRESS'RECORD
resources, investigate other ave-;. ' i
nues to recoup the money. 4!
“We may go to the Legisla- -
ture, the federal EPA for mon-*- -
ey. Right now I just don't-
know.” : s
According to the IEPA, the
Jennison-Wright plant is contam:-* \ :
inated with some forms of dioxin - ~
as a result of using PCP-type”’ rr

Sunday, January 7.1990

wood treatment materials. Earli- ;

er this year, the IEPA said stud- - .

ies showed the possibility that . te p c I o s e r a
y

some of the contamination may-

have spread into the surrounding,

neighborhood. o
The off-site area contamina-

o go after.
“We’ll do what we can do with
! the money we have,” Davis said.

tion presents no immediate,
health hazard, according to the, .
IEPA. . -,

i i |
e entire area. It contains a number of alter-
s, in this case eight, and the EPA looks at it
/e suggest changes or additions. The people
uggest changes or additions during the com-
period.”
- lead contamination resulted from battery
ling, according to the EPA.
- . . sites listed as contaminated are the 55-block
einkibe o cagNR o wodeeeensimmediately surrounding the former National
waste pile at 15th and State streets in Gran-
ty, a number of alleys in Venice where the
-y casings were used as paving material, and
al lots in Eagle Park where the material was .
as fill. -
“air said a public meeting on the Taracorp
sals is scheduled at 7 p.m. Feb. 8 in the
te City Township Building, 2060 Delmar Ave.
aid smaller meeti with specific groups are
ed in late January but are not yet finalized.
» public comment period will end Feb. 24.
- said the EPA plans to run an advertisement
incing the comment period in the Wednesday
ite City Journal and the EPA will be making
ss release at the same time.
e B |

‘stalled

*“We are not planning a relegse until (Wednesday),
although the feasibility study is basically done,”
LaFair said. “I see a couply of pages are marked
draft, but the changes are jugt editorial changes. .
“We -don’t hold onto thege things. We release
them just as soon as they are finished.”
Jennison-Wright will closs down as soon as the
current stock is depleted, and the IEPA is behind
the banks in priority. for gy‘maxt, but Davis said
Jennison-Wright not be gble to ““just lock the
doors and walk away,” leaving the problem to the
city and state. T
“The banks will get their cut right off the top,”
Davis said. “The IEPA gets what's left to pay for
cleanup — it may be $1 million, it may by $1 —
we don't know.”’
Davis said Jennison-Wright has been very coop-
erative throughout the investigation and cleanup.
It has continued to be Cogperative through the

bankruptcy, he said, and has pot tried to hide
anything. »
At least 90 percent of the , Davis said,

were caused by former owners and operators of
(See CLEANUP, Page 6A)
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- 1 attended the public meeting
% on Thursday night and left that
very frightened ar

s

nmental Prot

q -on-Agenty is_attempting o !
4 lead s own’ the so-called ™’

“garden'path” with their Alter-
{ native H Plan for cleanup. =~
' Tdive b€ block from the Tar- *

§ acorp“plle.”To be told that they “ g
are going to come in, dig up’

| my“entire yard, haul it one"’
block away, a “cap’” on it"
and -everything will then be
“rosy’ &-:this has to,be ‘the
most?1iicrous “statement 1
have ever:

e ) 'b&{‘d‘ - ety g L4 et ;
THis plantealls for a total “g;

s} cost of $25,000,000.
Alternativé Plan Grealls for a
4 total cost of $67,000,000 and it,
too, calls for d{’.f;g'mgvup the
24 contaminated soil, but instead
hauling it to the existing
e, they would haul it and the
existing pile to an EPA-ap-
-oved hazardous-waste land-

e . . 5

Wé were . told at the meeti
that “hauling>the ‘contamina
soil, would be .{oo dangerous
-} because the wind could blow it
Intd7the atmosphere. Please do
Dotkmmsﬁ]tmc;urtﬁnéinigence. We

;know, that are special
gnehihles; Which have been man-

st of |

- Please write to the President,
_ repfesentatives
and the candidat&s or governor
of our’state and lef them know

your senators

the citizens of Granite ‘City i
the removal of the e g

you? I think not.
e type of reasoning

e benzene. I've also kno

of huge cleanup expenses. This is

—

]

jumped off a bridge and sur-

g exposures to dangerpus chemi- .-

Some businesses will have to closp because
true. How-
ever, new jobs will be created adding pollu-
tion devices and cleaning up polluted areas.

ays-neces

R LT .
Fere® - "Where-do we d
businesses contin
..and chemicals ir
by some “’and deforming ot
=+ In my opinion.

.men who {.)ower,imcludmg
ey “dre” level’departmer
US. is one of ¢

Losis world's dindi

¢ ntrgd_ thave ’cab‘mg;?l(
o make a must ne
tle for a cleaner
Making ‘the El
send a definite
concerns are a !
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Where do we draw the line? Do we just let agenda '..-,

. 3 busums& continue to spew out deadly gases Thxshgb-l el th
ff a bride d . ev au ority is needed to ga
Ju‘mped . a' r e an sgr .and ‘chemicals 4nto the environment killing . «zer data concerning ‘prot;y)osals for toughg:

pd by‘"some !_and deforming our children'? F3008 ‘regulations and cost-effectlve methods to do
ng exposures to dangetbus chemi- ~ In my 1mon " the EPA ‘should have more cleanups. s E
k) cmen. who . ;P9 tabhshm;nt of a Cabinet- Studies_are also needed in relation m pali:
e iire ﬁé: ent. The @lutionHoRFind ;out] the -BttesfRT pittergay -
one ¥a few tnes among " types of chemicals ‘on the enviréonm ent

¥ ‘contro]  the’ ‘world’s dustnal nations .that doesn’t  new methods to decrease this pollution. ‘i”’

Einills and  have a cabmet-level departmenfi'!‘lus would I am sorry that some le lose jobs
make a must ‘needed contribution to the bat-  peayse of businesses’ n P?;J%e but this™

it tne EPA do its job. They
nesses and plants in regard
ssions.

yme businesses will have to clo§ because Ue for a c]eaner\envu'onment the price we must pay to keep the world safee
uge cleanup ns% This is frue. How- Makmg ‘the EPA‘a-cabinet. posmon would  for our children and grandchildren to come., -
-, new jobs be created adding pollu- send a definite signal that-environmental *~ MICHAEL RAY DILLIER
dev;ces and cleamng up polJuL?lareas concerns are a . pnonty on the national Granite City
- - e ——t
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{Continued from Page 1A}

areas swrrounding the Taracorp
waste pile at 15th and State
streets in Granite City. Local
officials have expressed concern
that the activity might disrupt
business and inconvenience near-
by residents.

‘‘They told the EPA they don't
want to get halfway through dig-
ging up people's yards and find
out about new statistics that
show the whole project wasn't
necessary,” said Costello spokes-
man Brian Lott about Thurs-
day’s meeting.

Brad Bradley, the EPA’s Tar-
acorp project manager, said the
agency would welcome blood
‘ests but the results would have
no bearing on its extensive
cleanup plans.

“Blood tests would give resi-
Jents an indication of short-term
impact of the lead and could
help alleviate fears,”” Bradley
said. “‘But they only provide a
snapshot and are not a good
indication of long-term affects.”

High exposure to lead can
damage the nervous and diges-
tive system. It is most hazard-
ous to children, often impairing
mental development and stunting
growth, according to the EPA.

The EPA is scheduled to make

a final decision on a cleanup
plan by March 30 and is accept-
ing public comment until March
12. - : X

NL (National Lead) Industries
Inc., which sold its lead smelting
company to Taracorp in 1979,
has submitted its own cleahup
proposal, which would cost about
$6.8 million.

That plan would clean up all
areas with lead levels of more
than 1,000 parts per million,
affecting about "1,000 ‘residents.
The EPA’s plan would affect
3,000 to 4,000 households, and
clean up all areas with lead lév-
els higher than 500 parts pe
million. :

Costello said he would contin- "

ue to work with Frank Coving-
ton, the EPA official who met
with the mayors Thursday, and
try to reach a compromise.

“] was pleased with the coop-
erative attitude exhibited by Mr.
Covington, and his willingness ‘to
listen to the mayors and commit
to close communication with
them on this very imporfant
matter,” Costello said. .

“I will continue to work with
local officials and residents of
the area to make sure that their
concerns are heard by the U:S.
EPA

Verify lead

[ L RROP

O g e

level first,
EPA told

By Jason Moody
Staff writer

WASHINGTON — Mayors from Granite City
and Madison asked a senior Environmental Pro-
tection Agency official Thursday to explore alter-
natives to a $35 million plan for cleaning up lead
deposits near Taracorp’s lead products plant.

.
|

At a meeting on Capitol Hill attended by U.S. .
Rep. Jerry Costello, Mayors Von Dee Cruse of
Granite City and John Bellcoff of Madison asked
the EPA to consider conducting blood tests on
local residents for any evidence of high lead levels
before going forward with the plan.

“We want to make sure that if they are going to
spend $35 million on a lead cleanup plan, that ali
‘appropriate agencies are convinced therc is a seri-
ous health problem,” said Cruse.

The EPA made no commitments at the meeting
and has not yet decided on a plan of action said
John Grand of the EPA's regional office.

The EPA’'s $35 million plan would include

removal of about 6 inches of soil from residential
(See LEAD, Page 6A)
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Blood-lead test funds sought

By Diana Penner
Speciatl to the Journal

SPRINGFIELD — The state’s chief toxicol
is for funds and approval to con uct
blood-lead level tests of residents in the Granite
City and Madison areas where a leadsoil cleanup
is planned. -

Tom Long, th.h the Ilhnons Depamnent of Pub-
lic Health, said he believes tests on residents are :
essential to develop a complete picture of the con-
tamination’s extent.

Long was an informal observer Feb. 7 when the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency held a
hearing in Granite City to hear from residents and
discuss a recommended plan to clean up in the
vicinity of the Taracorp site.

The EPA wants to dig up six inches of soil '

i

within an area of 2,000-3,000 residential yards. That

soil would be combined with existing lead-contan
nated waste, forming a pile that would then |
covered with a sealer and topsoil.

The EPA says the effort would cost an estim:
ed $25 million and take 1% to 2% years to cor
plete. Taracorp, which contends the EPA pls
acbually would cost $30 million and require sev«
/years, favors a $6.8 million cleanup that wou
- excavate less soil and consume one to two years.

Though several tests have been done to measw
lead contamination in the environment, no blo
$amples have been taken.

* Long said he spoke Friday with a supervisc
about getting funds for the tests and got a positit
response. But the plan would have to be approve
.-athi levels.

He said he also will ask the Agency for Tox
Substances and Disease Registry about funding.

BN W'gimmﬁm-b\\\m%wk'«W;Q(r.‘nhmkx’)’mk}r—u\;«x&'mbmﬁ}a«
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Cruse has ‘head in dir?’

To the editor:

eat d)irt, but he sure has his
head under it.
. He has continually ridiculed
the Environmental Protection
‘Agency in regard to alarming
pitizens with men in white suits
checking areas for hazardous
wastes. These EPA workers nev-
er know what to expect when
they check a possible hazardous
Waste site. They must take these
precautions.
" Mayor Cruse would like the
roblems to just vanish miracu-
rously without any cleanup

needed. He doesn't ‘‘eat dirt,”
but children and animals do

Food and vegetables are also
grown in this soil. It is only a
matter of time until the lead in
the soil shows up in the systems
of the people living around this
area.

It’s great to want development
in Granite City, and the threat of
pollution or hazardous waste
sites will certainly deter devel-
opment.

But the health of the citizens

should be the prime concern.
MICHAEL RAY DILLIER
Grantte City

Mayor Cruse said mouthful—

To the editor:

I would like to address a state-
ment made by Mayor Von Dee
Cruse in the Sunday Home Jour-
nal Feb. 18. He said, “Even if
they hadn’t found lead in the
dirt, I wouldn't eat it.”

Mr. Cruse, that is a very
self-centered comment.

I had six children and now
have nine grandchildren. I know
of no little children that don't
end up with dirt it their mouths.

Don’t our children matter at
all in this town? I think he owes
someone an apology. Or maybe
he shouldn’t let his mouth out-
speak his brain.

DONNA NARUP, Granite City

Deal responsibly with lead

To the editor:
I am_growing weary. of a

Wit i neontandaont watidreiiie ~> head-in-the-sand approach to the

NL/Taracorp cleanup proposal. I
am a resident of the proposed
cleanup area.

The EPA did not make the
site toxic. Whether EPA stays or
Fo&s, there are incredibly high
evels of lead in that pile. The
Tevels will not decrease simply
because we somehow divert
media attention from it.

Whether our mayor thinks the
dirt in our area is as good as
any dirt in the world won’t carry
much weight with future inves-
tors or potential homebuyers.

Are we so sure of the allure of
our area that we can afford to
ignore _the . pérceived health
threaf of the pile? What will be
the economic development
theme for our area? ““The pile is
not as bad as you think’ or
“Pile, what pile?”’ Neither
seems very marketable,

All this does not deal with the
fact the pile may be a serious
health risk. I urge politicians to
forego their hometown booster-
ism and deal responsibly with
this issue that could dramatical-
ly affect our community.

MICHAEL D. COLLIGAN
Granite City
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Lead called ‘invisible epidemic’

By Dawn Grimes
Staff writer

WASHINGTON — After listening to a panel of
experts describe in detail the effects of prolonged
lead exposure, a U.S. Senate pdnel concluded
Thursday that it would encourage federal efforts
to reduce the preventable danger.

Numerous specialists testified on the “invisible
epidemic,’”’ shedding light on some of the
long-term risks that might be faced by residents
near the Taracorp lead pile in Granite City.

“Lead poisoning is one. of the most serious pedi-
atric health problems in the United States and it is
completely preventable,’”” said Dr. Herbert L.
Needleman at the Senate subcommittee hearing.

Although there is some debate about the precise
levels at which exposure to lead begins to harm
children, both Chairman Harry Reid, D-Nev., and
Sen. Josigh Lieberman, D-Conn., agree that “it's
time we did something.” .

Members of the Senate environment toxic sub-
stances subcommittee sought to- justify a consider-
ably larger federal role in preventing lead poison-
ing in areas like Granite City, Venice and
Madison. :

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has
proposed a $25 million cleanup plan that would
remove six inches of soil from residential areas
surrounding the Taracorp waste pile.

Many local officials have complained the plan is
too extensive and would disrupt business and
inconvenience residents in the area.

Lieberman said one of the reasons lead poison-
ino Anaen’t rantiire tha nohlie attentinn {8 it hasg

‘...Contaminated surface soil serves as a large reservoir of lead
which continually blows around neighborhoods, is tracked
Indoors on shoes, carried in by house pets, and blows through

open doors and windows.’

—Dr. Vernon Houk

been stereot)lr#ed as the problem of inner-city,
minority children eating paint chips while being
neglected by their mothers.

However, children can contract lead poisoning
from sources other than paint — including dust,
outside soil and drinking water carried in lead-
soldered pipes.

A study conducted by the Department of Envi-
ronmental Health at the University of Cincinnati
has shown a clear relationship between the aver-
age amount of lead in soil and the average amount
of lead in blood of children living in the area.

However, Needleman cautioned ‘‘there is no lev-
el shown to be safe.”

‘“This contaminated surface soil serves as a
large reservoir of lead which continually blows
around neighborhoods, is tracked indoors on shoes,
carried in by house pets, and blows through open
doors and windows,” said Dr. Vernon Houk, assis-
tant surgeon general for the Centers for Disease
Control.

‘‘Inside the home, lead poses an imp " iate

reat to infants and toddlers as they craw  tF

soor and put their hands and toys, contam:nate.
with laad intn thair manth  TTabead a

ALY P

unrecognized by the parents, they are ingesting
poison,” Houk said.

Lead is a toxin that affects every system in the
body. It is particularly harmful to the developing
brain and nervous system, so that lead is particu-
larly devastating to the fetus and young chi?dren.

Very severe lead exposure can cause coma, con-
vulsions and even death, he said.

Lower levels of lead, which usually do not cause
symptoms, can result in decreased intelligence,
decreased ability to learn, developmental disabili-
ties, behavioral disturbances, and disorders of
blood production, Houk said.

“Many of the most serious effects of lead are
irreversible; children who have moderate lead lev-
els when they are very young have markedly
increased school dropout rates, decreased ability
to learn, difficulties with reading and neurobehav-
ioral abnormalities,” Houk added.

For the time being, until legislation can be
passed and rrograms put into effect, Needleman
said, ‘‘don’t let your children eat dirt or paint and
‘et their blood tested for lead poisoning.” .

Blood te§ting in the Granite City area has been




Robert LaRouche/Post-Dispatch

This alley, which runs behind the Venice public schoo! buildings at 700
Broadway, was paved with old battery casings that contained lead. The
casings came from the Taracorp Industries plant site in Granite City.

Hearing On Cleanup
Of Lead Set Tonight

By Safir Ahmed
Ot the Post-Dispatch Staff

A public hearing tonight will be the only
chance for residents of the Granite City, Ven-
1ce and Madison areas to get their questions
answered about the high levels of lead in thei~
neighborhoods and about a plan to get the soii
cleaned up.

The hearing, being conducted by the US.
Environmental Protection Agency and the Illi-
nuis Environmental Protection Agency, will
begin at 7 p.m. at the Township Hall, 2060
Delmar Avenue in Granite City.

The hearing is on a $25 million cleanup plan
1 ronaend by the state and federal agencies.

Lnder the proposal, the lead-contaminated
soil in a wide residential area around the
Taracorp Industries plant at 16th Street and
{leveland Boulevard would be dug up and put
bach where the lead came from: a 250,000-ton
stug heap at the Taracorp site

The contaminated areas include a large
chunk of downtown Granite City, including
Cl},\' Hall, as well as several alleys in and near
m;ﬁm?: and Venice that were paved more

<V Vears ago with old battery casings

contaminated with lead. The alleys run
through residential areas. and one of the al-
levs runs behind the Venice public school
buildings at 700 Broadway.

Under the cleanup plan. the entire slag heap
at Taracorp would be entombed under layers
of plastic. rock, clay and topsoil. The slag heap

_dates back several decades when NL Indus-

tries owned the steel products plant before
Taracorp bought it in 1879. NL owned the
plant from 1928 until 1879,

The slag heap now contains about 300.000
paris of lead for each million parts of soil. or
30 percent lead. While there are no laws limit-
ing the concentrations of lead in the =nil state
and federal experts believe that any amount
greater than 500 parts of lead for each million
parts of soil can be harmful, particulariyv to
children.

Under the cleanup plan. every vard and all
unpaved areas would be dug up, most to a
depth of six inches, and the dirt hauled to the
slag heap. The cleanup would reduce the lead
contamination to a maximum of 500 parts of
lead for every million parts of soil.

Officials acknowledge that the digging
would considerably disrupt residents’ lives
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By Mike Myers
Slalf writer

GRANITE CITY — The U.S. Envirvonmental
Protection Agency is being ‘'almost intellectually
dishonest’’ when it sets a soil lead level of 500
parts per million or grealer as sole crileria for
determining a health hazard, in the opinion of an
industry expert.

And area mayors are “right on target” when
déemanding blood lead studies of local residents
belore cleaning up the Taracorp lead pile in Gran-
ite City, according to Daniel Vornberg, environ-
mental manager {or the Doe Run Company's Her-
culaneum (Mo.} Lead Smelter.

Vornberg is the industry member of the interna-
tional Society of Environmental Geochemisiry and

' Health task force which has si)em two years pre-

~

paring guidelines on lead in soi

He said the scientific community is on the
threshold of being able to establish a cause/effect
formula for soil lead levels to blood lead levels.
The results of the task force's study are due to be

Child: ‘Naw, |

GRANITE CITY - Seven-year-old Richard Ber-
ney looked at the handful of dirt a photographer
had asked him to hold.

“Do you think you eat that much dirt a year?™
he was asked.

“Naw, 1 don'l eat dirt,” he said.

“*] do. I eat it all (he time,” bragged 10-year-old
Joe Sitton.

Seeing that Richard didn’t believe him, Joe
added: "'Moslly at night, when nobody else can see

- me.”

Richard and Joe were playing in the alley
between the 17200 blocks of Delmar Avenue and
Cleveland Boulevard — near the middle of the
Taracorp lead conlamination cleanup area pro-
poscd by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-

Alonﬁ with their neighbors —8-year-old Jesse
Lee Thompson, 7-year-old Chris Caldwell and
9year-old Barbara Sitton — (hey were turning
backflips and somersaults on an old mattress that
was wailing for the trashman. Parents watched
'from nearby.

The photographer interrupted their play to ask

o o&» o o 8 - a_ _

expert says

released in July.

“Until you can predict over and over again what
tblood lead level) penple will have based on the
level of lead in the soil, you're not being honest
when you sel a number,™ Vornberg said.

But the EPA's Brad Braodley, projecl manager
for the $25 million Superfund Taracorp lead con-
lamination cleanup plan, said the cutoff level of
500 ppm is not going to change, no-matter what a
study of blood fead might show.

“A blood study is under consideration,™ Bradley
said. “Bul-we're not going to use nt (o set the
cleanup level. ... It’s not useful to us.’

Bradiey said a blood lead study would *“oniy be
useful™ in establishing how much contamination
has already laken place and not in establishing
future risk.

“There is nothing wrong with the EPA wantin
lo reduce risk,”” Vornberg said. *‘Butl reduce ris
based on science. The tsail lead} numbers they're
using don’t necessarily (il what current studies

{See LEAD EXPERT, Page 10A)

don’t eat dirt’

Richard to pose with 75 grams of dirt — the
amount the EPA model presumes a child eals in a
year. That figure has been bandied aboul recently
as parl of comtinuing developments in the Tara-
corp case.

The children said they play together outside
from the time they get home from school at Prath-
er Elementary until dark. -

“Even after dark, somelimes,” Richard said.

"“Unless I'm grounded,’” Barbara said.

All of them had heard about lead in the dxrl in
(heir yards and looked toward the prospect of
heavy equipment digging up their yards.as an
adventure,

Deciding which yards will he removed, and how
deeply. is one of the EPA’s next steps, according
to Brad Bradley, EPA cleanu QJ) projecl manager.

The decision will be based on soil samples, he
said, and not all the yards in the area shown on
past maps will be torn up.

Il's also possible, he said, some yards nol
included on current maps will be removed.

Bradley said the soil tesling, and ils accompany- .
ing design period, should take aboul a year.
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Blood Icad lecvels in children
living around a IHerculancum,
Mo., smclter were part of a
nationwide study conducted in
1975 of hcavy mctal contamina-
tion in childrcn living near pri-
mary non-ferrous srmciters,

In 1y84, Vornberg and Pal
Phillips of the Missouri Depart-
ment of Health repeated the
study around the Herculaneum
smelter based un the 1975 model.

At the samc time, the study
attempted to relate thnse blood
‘ead levels to environmental
ources such as scuil lead using

- the EPA Biokinetic Uptake Mod-
el. Vornberg said that, using the
model, the predicted blood level
and actual bluud level were close
enough to meril further study.

For the 1984 sludy, soil lead
and household dust lead levels
were nat mceasurcd. but, using
the EPA model were predicted
al 500 ppm in the arcas closest
t¢ the smelter.

In 1985, actual suil und house-
hold dust sainples were taken
and, in the area closest to the
smeller, were found to be 1.458
ppm and 2.080 pprn, respective

‘Using the actual data collect
d, a scientific paper prescnted
_.t the “Lead in Soi): Issues-and
Guidelines'' conference heid -in
1988 at Chapel Hill, N.C., by
Jornberg, Phillips and James
Lunzafame suggested modifica:
tion of the amount of dirt caten
daily by children in the EPA's
predictive model.

The EPA's model shows a
child eats an average of .2
grams, or 200 micrograms. of
dirt a day. Based on field data
from Herculaneum and three
other sources, Varnberg and sev-
eral other scientists say the
actual amount should be 6v
micrograms, ot .08 grams u day.

The madified model matches
actual data collected in 1975 and
1984 and. using the model. Vorn-
berg was able to make a base
line projection for 1950 And, by
varying the amounts of lead in
the air, dust and soil. modified
projections were made of what
eflect reductions 1n those levels
would have.
~The projected baseline tioad

lead level for 1990 would drop 3.9
micragrams per declliter (rom
the 1964 level of 13.8 micrograms
per deciliter, to 9.9 micrograms
per deciliter.

Using the sume mode, an’ 83
percent reduction in the 30il Icad
level would lead o a blood lead
level of 8.6 micrograms per deci-
liter or a 3.1 percent reduction.

A 50 perccent reduction in
indoor dust lead would lead to a
blood lead level of 6.6. or a 33.3
percent reduction, und a 75 per-
cent reduction in indoor J’:sl
lead would bring a blood lead
level of 5.0, or a 4y.5 percent
reduction.

The conclusion to the Vorn-
berg, Phiilips and Lanzafame
study says:

“As a result of the study at
Herculaneum, the authors are
advocating that the biokinetic
uptakc mode] or u# subsequent,
more sophisticated version be
used in developing a strategy to
reduce blood lead levels in a
community where a documented
health problem exists.

“It is clear from the predic-
tive pawer of this tool that we
have moved beyond designating
a simple soil lead standard or
gir lead standard and we must
attack the probiem on a case-

by-case basis analyzing all of the
sourccs and pathways.

*In addition, we must not
overlook house-specific plumb-
ing. paint or ceramic ware prob-
lems.* ’

Bradley sald the 500 ppm level
would continue to be used as the
criteria for cleanup of Jead-con-
taminated soil in Granite City,
Madison, Venice and Eagle
Park.

The plan calls for remaval of
soil in residential areas with a
lead level of 300 ppm or greater.

He said the level was set
because there is no current stan-
dard for safe icad levels in soil
and because a complete quanti-
tative risk assessment cannot be
done.

“To be considered our guide-
line is s ppm to 1,000 ppm for
residential soil,” Bradley said.
“Qur only quecstion Is where to
%o in that range. — — —

“In Granite City we decided
on 500 ppm because the contami-
nation came from a smelter
stack, making it the mast trans-
mittable, because residential
sreas are located directly
around the site and because
Granite City is i
tuwn with additional health risks
beyond the lead.”

Military

Larry Brock

Navy Seaman Recruit Larry G.
Brock, son of Larry G. and Mary
F. Brock of Mitchell, has complet-
ed recruit training at Recruit
Training Command, Orlando, Fla.

In the cight-week training cycle,
Brock studied general military
subjects designed to prepare him
for further academic and
on-the-job training in one of the
Navy's 85 basic fields.

His studies included seaman-
ship. close order drill, Naval histo-
ry and first aid. Personnel who
complete this course of instruction
are eligible for three hours «.f

college credit in physical educa-

tion and hygiene.

A 1989 gruduate of Granite City
High School, Brock joined the
Navy in August 1949

Leslie Hollk

Army Sgt. Ist Class Leslie H.
Holik has been decorated with the
sixth award of the Good Conduct
Medal in West Germany.

The award was presented for
exemplary conduct while in the
active service of the United States.

He is a quality assurance inspec-
tor with Headquarters and Head-
quarters Detachment, Combat
Equipment Battalion East, West
Germany,

Halik is the son of Virginia Holik
of Granite City.

The sergeant is a_1959 graduate
of Granite City High School.

Forms for free bridal
announcements are available
at the paper, 1815 Delmar
Ave., Granite City, I1. 62040.
Contact us al 876-2000.

Coun
Seco!

By John Milazzo
Starr writer

EDWARDSVILLE
Bank was retained -
as underwriter for
phase of a two-phase
for construction of t
lion Maaison County
tion building,

The County Board
resolution, jointly sp
its buildings and fir
mitiees, naming th
underwriter for the
$4.5 million.

The board approve
phase, for $9.5 millic

Waste

seniol

By Martin Richter
Stat? writer -

In the world of b
companies usually th
terms of burying th.
tors than cooperating

But two of the big
waste managemen
have teamed up to
money [0rSthiar citi;

Belleville Area Co
grams and Service:
Persons (PSOP) is a
ville area resident;
paper, aluminum a
raise money through

Aand PSOP also i
helping-hand from
Ferris Industries, w

No ta

By John Milazzo
Staff writer_

—
EDWARDSVILI
Madison County

Wednesday approve
tion designating T
Alton/Twin Rivers

and Visitors Bureau
~tal arTanivatinn fae
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' Pauil Sodko
' time for ‘career change'

auw) will be missed. I'm
e”

.dresn said Sodko's resigna-
1 has “‘no bearing whatsoev-
on the suundness of money
he association.™

‘he S&L tas assels of $115
lion and deposits uf $116 mil
See COUNTY FEDERAL, Page BA)

.

EPA worried about children_

Says lead levels
present near Tara-
corp site pose threat
to youngsters

8y Andy Siering
Stalt writer

GRANITE CITY — As many
as 90 percent of children under
age 6 in the proposed cleanup
area around Taracorp may have
damaging levels of lead in their
Mood, a toxicologist for the US.
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy said Monday.

Pal VanLeeuwen made her
comments at a public hearing in
City Hall. The hearing was
scheduled after the mayors of
Granite Cily and Madison and
US. Rep. Jerry Costelic asked
the EPA to base its cleanup plan
on blood lead levels instead of on
soil lead levels.

The U.S. EPA proposes scrap-
ing six inches of topseil from all
businesses and residences in a

' 85-city-block area where lead is

present in the soil al levels
Ereater than 500 parts per mil-
on.

The soil would be consolidated
into the 250,000-ton Taracorp pile
in the 1500 block of State Streel.
The resulting mound would be
capped wilh a synthetic liner,

Toxicologist Pat VanLeeuwen makes her com-
ments.

clay and sod.

The plan is estimated 1o cosl
about $25 million and lake about
iwo years (o complete. NL
Industries, which owned the Tar-
acorp site until 1979, favars a
cheaper plan ($8.8 million: that
«would clean up a smaller area,
based on conlamination of 1,000
parls per million.

That plan would clean up all

I | Thief gets

areas with lead levels of more
than 1,000 parts per million,
allecting about 1,000 residents.
The EPA's plan would affect
3,000 to 4,000 residents and clean
up all aceas with lead Jevels
hgher than 500 parts per mil
hon.

In the 55-block ares, lead lev-
els in the soil are said lo range

Gr: ite ity man gets BAC seat

from 500 lo 20,000 parts per mil-
lion. The Tarecorp pile itsell has
900,000 parts million. B
EPA's Va uwen based her
estimates on computer models of .
jead sites in Baltumore and Cio
cinnati. -
“We fee] that 500 ppm is prob-
ably the minimum cleanup levdl.
we would accept, because even-
at 500 ppm a light nlage of
children start 1o show elevaled
blood levels.” she said. K
At 1,000 parts per million, she
said, ‘‘“We f{eel the increase in
the number of children wilh
more severe effects is going to
be significant " .
High exposure o lead cah
damage the nervous and diges-
tive systems. [t is most hazard-
ous (o children, often impairing
mental developmenl and stunling
growtb, according lo the EPA.
YanLeeuwen said thal at 500
parts per million in soil, aboul 60
percent of children under age 3
would have blood lead levels of
10 to 15 micrograms per decili-’
ter, a level she said loxicologists-
assume can cause anemia. :
A higher levels, she said, Jead:
causes problems in blood and
bone formation and muscie cons
trol. At still higher levels, inteld-
gence can be affected, she said. -~
Brad Bradley, the EPA's Taf-

{See LEAD, Poge u_b )
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Develnger scrans plans
for controversiat fuei-piending plant

Out of Fuel:
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i Fashion: Nearly 30 years ago. panty-
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Nature: Compurer-run irmigation sys-

tem helps restore wetlands
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EPA Assailed On Granite City Cleanup

‘Cure Worse Than Disease,’ Civic, Business Leaders Say

Civic and business (eader< in Granite City
mince 80 words whea describing the impact of
a §25 million plan by the U.S Environmentisl
Protection Agency to clean up lead comami-
aated soll from a 55-block area in the clty

“The future of Granite (ity 1S very, very
am.” Mayor Von Dee Cruse says.

Harvld Cavins, president cf the cirv's Board
of Reaitors, says: “The EPA has< dropped a
»omb oa us ”

And Joan S Hopkins, treasurer of the Down-
town Neighbortiood Restoranon Society, savs
“Thain s 8 perfect exampie of ihe Cure being
worse thag the disease ™

They af]l piace (he biame squarely om the
shouidery pf (ke federa! environmental agen-
cy. The pibbiem, they say, . that the agency
has propoged cieaming up the area around the
Tarscorp §ndustries plant af {6th Street and
Cleveland Boulevard, without ever coaducting
a0y detallpd lests of (he blnod lead levels In
residents 8o live there

Semme rgal extate agents who andie proper-
area have begun adding on a
¥p Advasory” 10 ail sales contracts
lves from being sued by buy-
ers who jmay net know about (he iead

says that according to the

federal roamenta! agency, soll ln the area
“may or rhay po{ be contamunaled wits fead

It gne< on 10 say that while there are no lead
standards, the agency plans to dig up s0il 13
residential areas

Cavins. »ho s also sakes manager at (rews
Realty, caid he hated asking his saies agents to
include that advisory bul felt il necessary for
|=gal reasons

“Wna? that 15t & scare jetier. but we have
‘o mnrtude o Lo protect ourselves.” Cavias said

The Realtors as well as civic and business
leaders <iy tney think 1t s “irTesponsible” of
Ihe federal environmental agency to proceed
wiR tts cteanup plan without conducting a
nealth study

Thomas Long, an official with the [ilnols
Department of Public Healih, has said thal his
agency would like 1o 40 & health sludy of the
area’s resiaents but canaot afford the §250,000
estimated cost

And the federal environmental sgency Savs
it does not need to coaduct such  study be-
cause it already knows from studies elsewhere
in the nabwon that given the lead levels in the
soil. more (kan 90 percent of the cbildren la
the area can be expected to have high lead
levels in their blood

The area conststs of residential and some
commercial property surrounding the Tars-

corp site. where soil comtsmination ranges
trom 580 parts of kead for each million parts of
so1i to 20.000 parts of Jead for cach millnn
parns of sol

A 250,000-ton slag heap sitting at Teracorp
has 300,000 pares of lead for each million parts
of soil. o 30 percent Jead The Jead conlami-
nation goes back seversl decades. NL indus-
tries owned the piand from 1828 to 1979, when
Taracorp bought it

But critics of tbe cleanup proposal say they
want to see proof of sdverse bealth effecis
belore the plan i carried out.

“1! we have u heasHh problem here. thén we
want it cleaned up, and I will be the Nirst one
out there to melp clean it up,” Cruse said “Buf
ihey haven't shown me thal we have & heaith
problem.”

In a letter sent this week to (he federal
environmental sgency and coples Sent (o legis-
Iators. ihe oity’s Board of Realtors says that
the area around the Taracorp site “has been
stigmatized and i all probablilly made
unsaieabie.”

Tue board ssks that the ageocy conduct
thorough blood-lead studies, clearty estadlish-
ing tnat residents are suffering from lead
poisoming.

R ¢ BRush. execulive vice presideni of the
Tri-Cities Area Chamher of Commerce,
agreed with Cruse anc Cavins that the lesd
contaminaton and the cleanup pian would
kave g devastsling economic effect in the
area

Bush sald that although he believed that
aeatth cohcerns ougdt (o come 1irst. the feder-
3l enviconmental agency has so far failec to
convince im of Ihe acverse bealth effects

“We wanl lo be sure lhat the leve] the EPA
Is saying IS unsale 110 fact unsafe,” Bush said.
"1l ss, we want il cleaned up But that much
turmorl, (hat much beavy equipment delag
used 1o dig up soif couid reslly eflect the
sconomic development sfforts ~

Hopluns, of the Downtowa Neighborhood
Restoration Scciety, sald that his group tad
set petitions signed by 375 residents to legls-
1810Ts and to the federal environmental agee-
:v. The petiions ask thal either the agency
reduce its cleanup pian to ciean up only the
siag heap at Taracorp. or that the agency
conduct “valid screntfic™ heakh studies to
document heelih problems

Under the federal environmental agency’s
plans. all sott in the 55-block area would be
dug up. most to 8 depth of 6 Inches, and bauled

Mayor Von Dee Cmu
“Future of Granite City very, very dim”

10 1he Taracorp stle All sofl which has lead
level greater than 500 parts of \ead for each
mithon parts of soil will be cleaned up and
faujed (o the siag heap at Tamacorp.

! Tilinois Leads Nation
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lion 1 20,004 aceounts,

Adreun said a8 sucuvessor would
not be pamed imediately.

At Faiue Webber, Sodko said
he would be working clescly with
aceount executive Joe Corwin

He said the field of fixed-in-
comne securilies was a logical
continuation wf his career
Before jmmng Madison County
Federal. he was a certified pub-
lic accountant and financial
counselor.
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(Continued from Page 1A)

acorp project manager, said the
agency would welcome blood
tests but the results wouwld have
no bearing on ils extensive
cleanup plans.

“Blood tests would give resi-
dents an indication of short-term
impact of the lead and could
help alleviate fears,”” Bradley
said “But they only provide a
snapshot and are not a good
indication of long-term affects.’

But Bradley said that the EPA
did not plan to clean up ail of
Baltimore. where the lead levels
n svuil were found to average ROV
parts per million.

Kathy Andria. a resident of
Maple Street in the affected
area, came away f{rom the hear-
ing convinced there wus a dan.
ger to chiidren. Her ncphew
helps her garden. she said.

I just got so incensed at the
mavor, saving 'l wouldn’'t eat
dirt 1f it drdn’t have lead in it
That blew my mind."”

Andria referred to VanLeeu-
wen's estimate that 60 percent of
the young children in the area
could have nerve damage or
anemia. "And they're going off
to Washington to stop it? They
should be going off to start
something. ™

*(The mayors) are interested
in downtuwn. I'm interested in
the children,” Andna said. “If
house valuwy go down, sn be it.
But we can’t love oy child to
this.”

“T0 SHOW YOU
CARE”

We Deliver

W Posser, Empsriam

$02 E. Chain of Rocks Roed
{618) 931-85933

MOHUA Y duid EIWLAEYLY + oot

the pipe have ranged as hixh as

ect.

William “Skip” Krumeich. D-Edwardsville, said
he recently went into the craw! space (o inspect

Society
discusses
newcomer

The American Cancer Soci-
ety's annual door-to-door educa-
tion and fund-raising crusade
takes place during April. Nation-
al Cancer Cuntrol Month.

Currently. however, there is a
look-alike organization. the
“Cancer Fund of America,”
whose  fund-raising and
door-to-door volunteer recruit-
ment methods and materials
bear a striking resemblance to
those of the American Cancer
Sociely.

A Cancer Society spokesman
said the Cancer Fund of Amen-
ca has employed the controver.
sial “charity sweepstakes” fun-
draising methods in the past.
coming under the scrutiny of the
U.S. Postal Inspection Service
and the Attorneys General in
several states

For information about the
American Cancer Society. call
toll-free. at 1-800-A(S-2345.

In addition, members of the

ublic may contact their local

etler Business Bureau for
information or:

National Charities Infor-
mation Bureau (NCIB), 19 Union
Square West, New York, N.Y.
10003

T$50.000 and thal
this figure does not take into account cusily asbes-
tos removal required by state Law for such a proj-

D-Granite City, ackiowledged
traturs had said they could cunt
the tax increase. But he pu ..
wus intended lor aperations o
cal plant problems are to be =
ity a3 old as the home,

VARIETY TIME: Thomas Marschel, p
executive officer of the Suburban Journals
telethon Chairman Johnny Londoff, lef
Forsythe at this weekend’'s Sammy Dav
Telethon. Despite the absence of Davis. w
throat cancer, the telethon raised $2.55 m
Suburban Journals donated a full-page a
special coupon section, and contributed $¢

Trust Us To Offer You The
Burial Assurance Plan Ava

THOUGHT.

SHELTER UP TO $10,000 BEFORE
APPLYING FOR PUBLIC AID

Call Mark For More Information

Irwin Chapel, P.C.

(anare C\&V\ Toucaed 3/0‘7 90
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amwork ‘break down the city
anageris usually out the door.

Banovetr said this can lead o a
iick and unforeseeable turnover,
-king that a city manager’s contract
guaranteed “until the next council
ieeting

Under the aity manager form of
svernment, the city council with a

CW S

1991
Banovelr said a cily manager's
length of tenure depends largely on
the support the manager and bis
administrative staff receive and op
the salary he is of(ered. According to
the International City Management
Association, a city the size of
Collinsville can expect to pay
between $48,000 and $55,000.

Demo .
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Supporting the team

Bob Herr of Herr Funersl Home in Collinsville
arranges 8 2-foot by 30-foot sign that runs
across the balcony of the funeral home located
on Main Street in Collinsville. Herr had the sign
made for the Kahoks' sectional basketball bid.
but sald it witl be used to show support for all

Collinsville High School sparts leams when they
enter postseason play. Herr said the other side
of the "Go, Go, Go” portion of the sign says
“Congratulations” and will be displayed when
the Kahoks win the siste basketball toumamaent

in Champaeign/Urbane.

Children may be harmed by highlevels of lead

By DAVH) GOSNELL
News-Democrat
GRANITE CITY — The U.S. Environmental
‘rotection Agency on Monday used a computer
nodel 1o show at least half of the children within
v half-mije radius of anold lead smelter could be
rarmed.

But some residents remain sheptical about
he EPA’s proposal (o remove up to six inches of
opsoil from a 55-block area susrounding the NL
ndustries site on the south side of Granite City.
The soil would then be entombed in a large pile
xith other lead waste if the $25 million plan is
1pproved.

Al a public hearing at City Hall, Pat
vanleeuwen, an EPA toricologist, said recent
ead exposure models indicate that at least half

Troy action on water supply
releases truck wash permit

Lead levels studied: Page 28

of the young children living in the $5-block area
would exceed acceptable exposure Umits for
lead. VanLeeuwen said models made of similar

lead sites ip Ballimore and Cincinnati leave the
EPA with little doubt a bhazard exists for
children living inthe area.

VanLeeawen said the models. which are being
backed vp with blood tesling on children at the
Baltimore site, are accurate and show a direct
link between developmental disabilities in
exposecrinfants and soil with 860 paris of lead
per million. Those levels or greater would be
fownd in most yards in the 55-block area.

We're lookmg at protecting (he general
populauon ‘shesad
She said results of individual blood tegis on
children in Granile City would not change the
agency’s cleanup plans because the EPA does
not want (0 take risks by skimping on the

cleanup, which could begin in about 18 months.

Bilood tests have been pushed by Granite City
Mayor Von Dee Cruse, Madison Mayor John
Belicoff and a citizens group. The mayors and
group questioned whether the EPA has proof of
8 bealth hazard o justify disrupting a sizable
portion of the city.

But Kathy Andria, who lives within the
cleanup area on Maple Street, said she thinks

there is enough evidence (o proceed with the
EPA's cleanup proposal. She said Cruse aod

By CECILIADAMES
News-Democrst

TROY — City officials have proved
they are Laking the necessary steps lo
wive Troy's water shortage and will
be granted s permit for a truck wash,

astale engineer said Monday.
Almost two weeks ago, lllinois
Environmental Protection Agency
engineer Liam McDonnell said Troy

—reld mnt ha arantad o walnrline

taking significant steps to solve ils
water shortage, McDonnell said
Armes’ Jetter was also accompanied
by a letter from MHenpeghan and
Associates Engioeering, outlining
needed water improverments.

“We feel they are diligenily aod to
the best of their ability tLrying 1o solve
their water preblems,” McDo
said. "They're actually a lot fa

others should end calls for furtber blood testing
“From my understanding, there 1s definitely a
hazard,” Andria said. “Everybody is Lrying to
it doesa't exist... I think we should
consider the children's health instead ol the
NL Industries, which owns the site where a
lead smeiter operated until 1982. is pushing lor
an aliernative cleanwp plan thal wosld inveolve a
much smaller area and cost about $¢ mitlion

Granite City rea; estate agem. Harold Cavins,
asked why a cleanup does nol begin
immediately whether there is a bealth risk.

“Is it there or lan't it? H i1 is, thep Jet’s gel it
outof there," Cavinssaid.

See LEAD/58

Studentloans
threatened,
Collins says

By DOUG MOORE,
News-Demoerat

COLLINSVILLE — A Democratic

candidate (or Ilinols comptraller

sald Moumday that
outrageous defaull
rates, ill-intermed
studenis and » lack
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stamps to permit the
dhuntery really scamp

considering e [llinois
1 L0 introduce {wo new
d fishing licenses this
furbearing animal and
¢ 33 each, to join the
udy in place
tneat budget directur,
an knows that stamp
1 by funding breeding
levelopment projects.
legislation (to get the
Initiatives were

2

#in their pursuit by the
¢b starap. Bandy said
re that the furbearer
{the pheasant $300.00v

rece plans fur what the
1 go into the general
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tained the Jake Wolf
unty.
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In fiscal year 1989, the sale of the $2 salmog stump
brought in $277,500. Add on loterest and other
miscellaneous contridutions, and the fund came closer to
$290,000. Gray Pierson-of the department's license,
permits and titles department said the number of starups
sald has been un the increase,

“The 1989 figures are still being returned by the
vendors, but in 1988 we sold 141.933 of them,™ Pierson
said "It gelling Lo be a big Industry. People will come in
Irom other states ang buy & stamp just to fish on Lake
Michigan for aday.”

While Pierson said the oumber of waterfow] starnps
sold “has been going the other way" uf the booming
salmon figures, the actual fund isa’t burting. The stamp’s
price lag is much higher at $10, allowing revenues to be as
bigh as the flscal year 1939 total of $393,300. Alsc, Bandy
said the private hunting organization Ducks Unlimited
periodically donates funds that amount to about $175,000
A year through its nationwide Marsh am.

Organizations ke Dycks Unlimited pushed the federal
government and then the states to put more money into
Waterfowl projects. A spokesman for the orgaaization,
Gary Swanson, said e privale sevior bad to pick up the
lab for land acqulsition and species propagation befure
waterfow! stamp programs, .

“The reason the stamps (exist) 13 because waterfowl
hunters were the people interested in starting it,” Swanson
sald “Part of the reason we were Involved 1s because
waterfow) gre migratory, 3o we have an interest In every
state.... It's been a good marriage for us.”

The state duck Stamp must be bought aloag with a
federal migratory waterfow| stamp.

Lead

Continued from 18

The EPA's project manager fur the
cleanup, Brad Bradley, said the lead
exposure threat should not be viewed
as an immediate bealth risk but as a

tential one. moting that it takes at
east three years to accumulate en-
ough lead to cause disabilities in
children,

“Then it's oot a real health hazard.
It's a poteatial heaith hazard,” Cavins
sald,

Madtson resident Doa Kary Lives on
the far edge of the cleanup area. He
said his oeighbor across the street is
Dot within the cleanup area, yet there
is 0o proof that the neighbor’s soil is
clean. .

“They didn't do specific site testin
and they should Bave” Kary said.
“For them to turn around and publish
& map, pointing'a finger at your pro-
perty ... it scares the bell out of your It
affects whole life.”

Bradley said each yard would be
tested for lead levels before the clea-
pup would begic.
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High Levels
Feared In
Children

8y Safir Ahmea
Of the Post-Dispatch Staf!

Ahout 90 perccat of children under
the age o! § who live around an old
tead ymetter in Granite City may have
high lead levels in (et bivod, a feder-
8! government toxicologist said
Monday.

Pul VYanleeuwen, 8 toxicologist
with the U S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, mace the estimate 4! a
public “availability session” held at
City Hall {n Grantre City The FPA bas
proposed a $25 million cleaaup plan
for a 55-block area around the Tara-
corp Industries plant in Granite City.
Extremely high lead levels have been
found in the soil in thut area.
~ VanLecuwen said (hatl her estimate
of 90 perceat of children under 6
years of age having high lead levels
was based un a study of an area in
Baitimore, where soi! contamination
levels showed an average of 808 parts
of lead tor each million parts of soil.

In that ares. the EPA found 89 per-
cent of children below the age of § had
blood-lead levels greater than 10 mi-
crograms per deciliter. The EPA be-
lleves that children begin to suffer
nerve damage at that level,

Coctinued exposure at high levels
eventually can cause meaqtal retarda.
tion, officials said.

Ia Granite City, the soll-contamina-
tion is much worse than in Baltimore.

In the 35-block area around the Tar-
acorp Site, at 16th Street and Cleve-

tand Boulevard, lead levels have
ranged from %00 to 20,000 parts of
lead for each million parts of soil. Al a
250,000-ton s1ag Newp at the site, the
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agency found 300,000 parts of lead for

each million parts of soil, or J0 per:
cent lead.

And while no state or federal agen-
cy had conducted any comprehensive
blood lests of residents n the area,
VanLeeuwen said that the EPA be-
lieved the best answer was simply to
¢lcan up the soil In the area.

Last week. a senior toxicologist at
the [llincis Department of Public
Health, called for a comprehensive
blood-lead level study of resideats in
the areas. Thomas Long. the toxicol-
ogist, estimated (e study would cost
about $250,000; he also said bis agency
lucked money for it

VanLeeuwen said that the national
figures rcleased Monday by the Eavi-
ronmental Defense Fund do not take
into account lead smelters or other
sources of lead contamination !n an
ares,

“In most urban areas, you are going
to find that 45 to 30 percent of chil-
dren under 6 have elevated lead lev«
els,”” Vanleeuwen said. "Here In
Granite City, in addition to everything
else, you dave the lead smelter prob-
lem so you will flod elevated lead
levels.”

Under the EPA’s plan, every yard
and all unpaved aress around the Tar-
acorp site would dbe dug up, most to a
depth of § Inches, snd the dirt would
be hauled to the siag heap. The heap
thea would be entombed under layers
of plastic, rock. clay and topsoil

The siag heap dates back several
decades when NL Industries owned
the stee! products plant before Tara-
corp bought it in 1879. NL owned the
plant from 1928 uotil 1979,

—
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lead poisoning to children
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wus quwn from 9 percent in 1888 and
10.3 percent in 1987)

But Copley sald the aity’'s cutoff
point for determining whul 1S an “ele-
vated bioud lead level™ uses the exist-
1ng standard of 23 micrograms of lead
per decillter of blood. He suid the U.S.
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Verify lead
level first,
EPA told

By Jason Moody
Statt wntes

WASHINGTON — Mayors from Grunite ity
and Madison asked a senior Environmentual Pro-
tection Ageney official Thursday (o explure alre
patives to a $35 million plan for cleaninp up leud
deposite near Taracorp’s lead products plunt

Al a meeting on Capitol Hil atlended by LU 3
Kep Jerry Costello, Mayors Von Dee Cruse of
Granite City and John Bellcoff of Madisun asked
the EPA to cunsider conducting blood tests on
local residents for any evidence of igh lead levejs
before geoing forward with the plan

“We want to make sure that if they are guing to
spend 335 sdbion oo a lead cleanup plan. that !
{Photo by Buudy Bortz) appropnate agencies are convineed there s a ser

. < health problem,” said Cruse
N. BEE: Sixth graders Tricia Cavins (her name tag is ous Realth problem,  suid Lruse

d ah Gouy compete in the annual Granite City School The FPA made no commitments at the mesting
3 a. woolidge Junior High School last Saturday. Sarah won the and has not yet decided un a plan of activn. sa:d
speiling ‘Janitor.’ Tricia lost when she misspelled the word John Grand of the EPA’s regional office.

The EI'A’s $35 million plan would include
teinuy ol of about 8 inches of soil from residential
(Sea LEAD Page #4)

prompts growing pains
ster loses alley ) :. P

cle site.

Certain restnctions were added (o the
site plun to mollfy the residents These

ri;aor;eoml; included construction of a privacy fence L
avi ' nery nstead of an ‘»
having to and a strip of greenery insteud

to make all'«_\‘



News

3/4/42

r-t el .l

Gy Foics

wton, 63, of
of Granite
Thursday.
w' ryille

T 6, in
" en a
(rbon New
“Church

- were her
znton, who
d her par-
2 (Robert-

= son, Wil-
ringfield,
‘ie Rowlett
mes, Tom,
ett, all of
en and one

{from3to8
al Mateer
. Kansas,
tmeral ser-
e Mon-
. enton
[y unset
t. near
mily sug-
New Beth-

art

el_.Ooman

(Conlinued from Page 1A)

good employees. Tt's wurked out
well. I've enjoyed it and made a
lot of friends "

Loman started with Central
Bank of Granite City (then
called Granite City Trust and
Savings Bank: on Feb. 2. 1940,
as a clerk. He was made a vice
president in 1952, a posilion he
still holds in semi-retirement. He
works four mornings a week.

Loman has served on the
boards of a number of organiza-
tions, including the Tri-Cities
Area Chamber of Commerce, the
Tri-City Chapter of the Amen-
can Red Cross and several bank-
ing organizations.

He has been a member of the
Granite City Park Board since
1951. He was general chairman
in 1971 of celebration of Granite
Cily's {irst 75 years g5 a city.

Asked for '‘dirt"’ on Loman,
rcal cstate man Andy Gitchoff
said he couldn’t come up with
any.

“I've known him for 60
years.” Gitchoff said. *This
guy's too damn clean!™

But Loman himsell offered
somc dirt sort of. He said he
took up golf just last summer. 1
beat ‘em all because 1 cheat'™
he said with a hearty laugh.

In July. Loman and his wife,
Marie, will celcbrate 4 years of
marriage. Loman said Marie
was the reason he wound up in
banking. After graduatiog frum
Granite City High School in 1438,
Loman went to work as a welder
al American Steel. He worked
there for four ycars. but spent
much of the time laid off.

He hited un «l the bank, he
said, becaus¢ I wanted a
steudy jub. 1 wunled to get mar-
ried!" Barry and Marie Lomnan
have thrse childi e

¢| ead

(Continued trom Page 1A)

arcas surrounding the Taracop
waste pile at 15th and State
strects in Granite City. Local
officials havc expressed coucern
that the activity might disrupt
business and inconvenience near-
by residents.

“They lold the EPA they don't
wunt to get halfway through dig-
ging up people’s yards and {ind
out aboul new statistics that
show the whole project wusn't
necessary.” said Costello spokes-
man Hrian lott about Thurs:
day’s meeting.

Brad Bradley. the EPA’s Tar-
acarp project manager, said the
agency would welcome blood
tests but the results would have
no besring on its extensive
cleanup plans.

“BI tests would give resi.
dents an indication of short-term
impact of the lead and could
help alleviate fears,””
sajd. "But they only pruvidv u
snapshot and are not a good
indication of long-term affects.”

High exposure to lead can
damage the nervous and diges-
tive system. It Is most hazard-
ous to children. often impairing
mental development and stunting
growth, according to the EPA.

The EPA is scheduled to make

sVideo

Bradley

a final dccisic;n on &8 cleunup
plan by March 30 und is accept-
ing public comment until March
12.

NL (National Leud) Industries
Inc., which sold its lead smelting
company to Taracorp in 1979,
has submilted its own cleanup
proposal, which would cost about
$6.8 million.

That plan would clean up all
areas with lead levels of more
than 1,000 parts per million,
affecting about 1,000 residents
The EPA's plan would affcct
3,000 to 4,000 households, and
clean up all areas with lead lev-
els higher than 500 parts per
million.

Costello said he would contin-
ue to work with Frank Coving-
ton, the EPA official who met
with the mayors Thursday, and
try to reach a compromise.

*“1 wasg pleased with the coop-
erulive attitude exhibited by Mr.
Covingtun, snd hiy wijlingness to
listen to the mayors and commit
to close communication with
them on this very important
matter,” Costello said.

*1 will continue tu wurk with
local officials and residents of
the area to make sure that their
concerns are heard by the US.
EPA"

(Continued from Page 1A)
in, from St. Clair Avenue o ity
back Juur. Hanke met with
Landinasters on Thursday and
told them they wouid have to
take out the puved ulley und
extend a concrete drainage ditch
they instailed. which runs (rom
the store's boundary with Quik-
Trip to where the alley e,

Haoke »aid the company
would be allowed to kerp alout
60 feet of alley to faciljtate traf-
fic flow off St. Clair Avenue

The shortened alley will make
an Ulinos Power cruss—connect
bax inaccessible by vehicle. Bu

LI & S T O N A Y I BT T

yards. :

Hanke said that if the resi.
dents don’'l tear down therr
fences, the stores wil} be respon-
sible for keeping weeds [rom
gruwing up between the fences.

Residents of Myrtle Avenue
have complained for years about
how water drains from the com-
mercial site. To alleviate part of
the problem, the city made the
uew cumpany's developers agree
0 build earth berms lo channel
runcff water away from the resi-
dents’ property.

But part of the problem wili
remain unsolved Water runs out

ante &y (e 4
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) Be Missing Farmer

1e0d's gnswerlng
ife because of his
1T in a burgiary

‘he body positive-
the remote bural
‘Weidert.

" shenff, who last
'rns that Weidert
iday afternoan it
multipie gunshot
sent ghowed that
he head and

¢ .des sald.
ad taken Cade
vu Skiles to 8 site
was going to de

planted. The site was only yards from lhe grave
uncovered Thursday, Cade said. Hart occasionally
has acted as 3 police informant. Cade sald.

Agked about the motive, Cade sald, “Our Infor-
mation at this time” I8 that Weidert was killed to
keep him from testifying at Hart's trial.

Hart called the Post-Dispatch last year to com.
plain that he had been untfairly implicated ia an
articie on Weidert's disappearance. He said he did
aot commit the burglary, knew nothing about the
disappearance and cslled Weidert a “fruilcake”
bent on 3 personal vendetta.

Because of a lengthy record of convictions for
crimes ranging from car theft o writing bdad
checks. Hart had been charged as a perwistent

.offender in the pending burgiary case and faced a

See WEIDERT, Page 12

-eign Aid May Be Shifted

Gecrge Bush's ad-
ting US. aid to Is-
; were made eise-
new democracies.
v Baker IIl said

nd Se counted” on
<ultin {lexibility to
it 1S most needed,
lee.
! 1ad done “pretty
~ "-rgells into talks
4 at setting up
< rarritories.
Rep David R.

Obey. D-Wis, — he said thai administration sup-
port for cuts in gid would “depend on whether we
do it in a non-discriminatory manner.”

Baker sald he had not found any significant
reduction in tensions in the Middle East. But he
gdded “Al the same (ime. we must find a4 way 10
respond to changes in Eastern Zurope. 'n Panama
and in Nicaragua.

“1¢ these leaders are not able to produce for
thetr people. we will rue the dayv” that Uie United
States feil short i providing aid. he said.

“We are aiking about supporting an extraordl-
nary outbreak of freedom and democracy.”

But the secretary sald he dig not want o see a
repesat of this year's budget crunch. {n which some

See BAKER, Page 1§

Cancels Buses As Strike Nears

S5 the nation were
§ represeatatves of
rivers naantiated in
wide srrike set for

r the cnmpany <aid
iermanent replace-
in the svent nf a
'd the eampany of
'rs and of trying to

* bus rung after 7:30

p.m. Thursday were canceled in anticipation of &
strike. Departures to Flarida. Texas. Louisiana
and Anzona were scrubbed. as well as aa after-
noon run to California. The oanly buses departing
were thoss fitled with soldlers headed far Fort
Levnurd Wood,

Greyhound officials said they were canceling
the long-dlstance runs so that passengers would
not be stranded in small towns without access to
other :ransportation. .

Bus drivers traveling through the dqwntown §t.
Louis terminal Thursday ssid wages were the

See BUS, Paget

Issue
Two Mayors Want
Tests On Residents
Close To Slag Heap

By Satir Anmed
Of the Post-Qispatch Statt

The mavars of GCranite City
and Madison asked the .S Ea-
vironmental Protection Agency
on Thursday to conduct Hiood
tests of thousands of residents in
thetr cities defore beginnming a
propasec $25 million ¢ieanup of
lesad-contaminated sail.

“We wan! to make sure nacif
they are guing 10 spend $2% mui-
lion un a lead cteandp plan. that
ali appropriate ygenrcies are con.
vincec there is a senaus heulth
problem.” sard Granite Cuty
Mavar Von Dee {(ruse wha has
oppustd the cleanup pian be-
cause he s unconvinced peaple
are heing harmed

Cruse issyued the statemnent afl-
ter 8 meeting Thursday at the
Washington office of U Rep
Jerry Costelio. D-Belleville. Aiso
present at the meeling werse
Frank Covington. the EPA’s dep-
uty regional administrator. and
Madison Mavor John Bellcoff

Meanwhiie, Thomas Long. @
state heaith official, agreed with
the maynrs on the need for a
detailed Reaith srudy ile estl
mated that it wouid cost
$250.000. He added that the stale
agency had no money to conduct
such a study

Although Covington agreed (o
lovk inte the mayors’ reqQuest,
Brad Bradiey. the tederal envi-
roanmentinl agency’'s remedisi
prujeet manager in Chicago, said
he doubted that the agency
would change its cleanup pianx

See LEAD, Page s
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By Cynthia Todd

. Of the Post-Dispaten Stat!

Residents of predommamly white
neighborhoods in St. Louis city ang
county in 1986 and 1987 wapg nine
times more likely to ger mOngages'
from ity and county savings and tngp
institutions than residents of pregomi.
nantly black fieighborhnods, says o
study made public Thursday.

Residents of neighborhonds that
were more than 90 percent whirere-
cewved 366 loans for each 10,000 peo-
ple in that penad, while residents of
ne!ghborhoods that were more than
80 percent black received 39 fpans for

. each 10.000 peaple.

The study wus done by the Associa.

" tion of Community Organtzations for

Reform Now, or ACORN
Representatives of some savings
and loan institutions .dealifieg in the
report said thev had not seen it. Byt
they said rthey did not discrimainate in

. their lending nractices.

“We make Inans in any ared as tong

as the loans are marketable,” said
Timothy Sheahan, president and chief
executive officer of Clayton Federal
Savings and Loan Assoclation. “We've
never been written up by anyone for
discriminating.”

The study was based on the most
racent information available from the
Office of Thrift Supervision of Des
Moines, ACORN sald. .

ACORN looked at how Institutions
made lnans in all 266 census tracts in
the city and county to determine loan
trends. The population Lracts were
Culled from the ) 980 census.

The study found thal. of the 40,463
loans lotaiing $2.8 billion made In
1986 and 1987, 81 perceat went®0
neighbarnoods that were mgre than
Y0 percent white; 14 percent went to
neighbornoods that were 60 to 90 per-
cenr white; 3 percent went to neigh-
horhoods that were 40 10 80 percent
black. and 2 percent went 10 neighbor-
hoods that were more than 80 percent
black.

The study savs that 79 percent of

- S&L Loans More Common In White Neighborhoods, Report Says

the population in St. Louis city and
county live In predominantly white
neighborhoods, while 11 percent of
the population live in predominantly
biack neighborhoads.

ACORN officials say the data show
that St. Louis-ares savings and loans
fedline by income and by race, but
that blacks have a shimmer chance of
getling a Joan than whites.

“You're much less likeiy to be ahic
0 get a foan if you're low- to moder-
ate incume. no matter what colcr you
are.” said Justine Pelersen. an
ACORN staff member whoy analyzed
the information.

“But {f you look at all the low-in-
come people In this area, whites ge!
more loans. 5to 1"

While covering the entire savings
and lean mortgage piciure Rere
ACORN also looked at six af the larger
Institutions. The data, whirh wers ora.
vided by each savings and loarn.
showed similar trends ACOPN sz

-

_Lead

From pags one

based on hinpd tests

“We really. at this point. wouid nol
use hiandamad data e ¢hunge he
cieanup iesel” Bradlew sau

Bradlev said that Hiowd te<is wouid
provide ‘nformation oty on short-
term of{prcS whilp *he ?‘E'.‘HC)'F pros
posal 15 Jdesigned 10 e 4 long-lerm
soiution.

Under the agency s zroposal. the
lead-cnntaminatea soi! n Granite
City, tn Madison and :n scome allevsin
Venice would de dqug up 10 bring the
leveis dowrn g 10 mare thar 300 sarms
of leaad for each milhorn pare of soul
The levels in residents’ vards now
range frcm a few hundred m 20,000
parts of ‘ead for each million parts of
S0il.

Under the plan, tke conlumirated
so1} woulc De dug Lp and takea hack 1o
its source a 250.000-tor slag heap at
the Taracorp [ndustries dlant at 16¢h
Sireet and Cleveland Boulevard in
Granite City The siag heap iseif con-
tains about 300.00Q pars per mulion,
or 30 percent, lead.

Bellcot!

The entire heap wouid then be en-
tombed under layers of plastic. rock.
ciay and topsol)

Under the plan, every yard and all
urpaved aress within s half-mtle of
the Tudracorp site woulc de dug up.
most (0 3 depth 0! six tnches, and the
airt hauted to the siag heup.

l.ead poses a greater danger to chil
dren than to adults. In children, par-
ticulurly those younger than 2, lead
can cause damage to the nervous sys-
temn. leading to learning. behavioral
and psychoiogical problems. Pro-
lnnged exposure at high levels can
c3use mental retardation.

Despite the knowledge aboul lead

contaminztion from Tarzcorp. ne
state ar federal agency has ever ¢urn.
ducted any deigied hea!th stecy of
the area s rasidents

Long, & senior toX:iCologist at ‘e
lil:nois Depariment of Pubdli Hezlth.
sait Thursday (N3t he would ver
much lik¢ to canauct a fhorougn
heaith study of residents in the Cran.
ite City area, but he said it would cosl
as much as 3250 000 His agency lacks
money for such a study. he said.

While be is not opposed tothe EPA s
cleanup plan. Long saiC be deheves
the EPA has picked an arbitrary
cleanup level of 500 paris of lead for
each million parts of soi).

“1{ -that number has any valldiy
then let’s trot out those studies, ' 1ong
said. adding that he wanis any clean-
up level to de based on a detasled
nealth study.

“If they really want to protec: the
public health, they should clean
down ta zero parts per muilion.” de
said.

The {ecerai environmeniai agenc:
heia a public hearing last month of !
proposal aad will be taking pubiic
comments until March {2 Soon after.
a decision on the cleanup will be
made.

Bus

from page one

pruniary 'ssye

“We haven had a raice 2lace adout
1952 and in two contracee we lost 1]
cents a8 mule payv over engn! yea~
surd Roger Parks of souh St Lous
who has ingged 15 years ac A driver
“We lost $2 an nour arthe Lowriy rate
We're wiy underpuic

But Parks smd he heper thar o

sirike 7autd ha sverled
MRS T e e

ered s demand to a $206 million
INCrease in wages over (he next three
years, Mead sa:d.

Grevhound said in the negotiations
Thureday that it enuld not afford to
increase (s 384 million, three-year
affer.

Passengers u! the St Logis (erminal
Thursaay afternnap 0id they wers
uraware of 2 possible st=tke and had
muace no conlingency plans

Ancrew Togg 16 o Minnexpolls
high school siudeni, wus neading
home throegh Kansas City after visit
INE i~ pranemicther here Fogp said

D L

schedule today and wiil be vack 1 (il
operation hy the end of the montl
The company has been adverusing ‘cr
drivers and saveral hundred wcre in
training as ol last week.
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CONTAMINATED AREAS in Granite City and Madison scheduled for soil removal

under the Superfund cleanup are shown by the shaded areas of this map. The soil would
be added to the present Taracorp waste pile. Areas in Venice and Eagle park are also
scheduled for cleanup.

Mayor says lead cieanup
threatens development

By Mike Myers
Staff writer

GRANITE CITY — Mayor Von Dee Cruse is not
a fan of the proposed cleanup plan for the Tara-
corp lead contamination.

“They’re talking about putting a hazardous
waste dump right in the middle of the city,” Cruse
said. *'... That is going to kill development. Who is
going to build next to it?"

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will
hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. today in the Gran-
ite City Township building.

The EPA has proposed a $25 million cleanup
project that includes soil removal from residential
-Property in a 55-block area within a half-mile radi-
‘us of the Taracorp lead waste pile at 16th and
State streets, removal of lead-contaminated paving
material in several alleys in Venice and removal
of leadcontaminated fill material in Eagle Park.

Under the plan, the material from all other sites
would be moved to the Taracorp pile and the pile
then permanently sealed as a containment area
for the contaminated materials.

“If the contamination is serious enough to
scrape six inches of dirt out of yards. it's serious
enough to haul the dirt somewhere else,’™ Cruse
said. ““You want a focal point for our community,
well, when they get all that dirt piled up (on top of
the existing pile) you're going to be able to see it
from the Arch.”

Cruse said he is tired of environmental groups
“just ignoring’’ the economic effect their plans
have on communities.

“I want clean air. I want clean water. But there
has to be a compromise, (the general public) has
got to start thinking about it,”" Cruse said. ‘‘They
come waltzing into town with their program and
wipe us off the map as far as the development of
Granite City."
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Craftfair to be heid
inCollinsville

COLLINSVILLE — Quality
crafters will be [eatured at the
Good rd Lutheran School
springcraft fair from9am to§
p m_Saterday ’

Thecraltshow will be held in
the school's gym at 1300 Belt
Line Road. Handmade itemns

fountain and many other ilems.
Basebhil cards and collectible
ceins will aiso be forasle.

Foud will be available, and
the eighth-grade clase will hold
o bokeaste Thecraft fairis
spomored by stedents and

rents Funds {rom the lair
willbelpsend the eighih-grade
class on a field trip to
Washinglon D C..in May

Leclaire contennial
celebration to begin

.. EDWARDSVILLE - The
centennisi of 1be histeric village
ol Leclaire. anindustria) village
Ihat is part of Edwardsville. will
be celebrated at the Maduson
County Historical Musesm
stacting Sunday

Leclater @ o ey

By BRADWEISENSTEIN
News-Demeceat

GRANITE CITY  Area mayors asked (he
US Eavironmental FProtechion Agency or
Thursday to produce 2 health  study
demonstrating the need for 2 $25 milhor
cleanup of a $5-block area located acound »
closed lead smelter

Granite City Mayor Von Dee Cruse and
Madison Mayar John Bellcolf ashed for a review
of currend information on high lead levels and 3
new bealth study during 2 meeting with the
EPA’s deputy regional admmstrater Frank
Covington. on Thursday afternoon
Washungton DC

They asked the US EPA 10 fund a study to
determine the lead's effects op residents. and
review the [lindings and other lead
contamination data with the Ilinois EPA anc

state Department of Public Health

Covinglon agieed to conmider the request (o
study Jead levels in residents’ blood and discuss
the propesal  with other US EPA
admanistrators

Cruse said Thursday night he believes the
EPA will make an ef{ort 10 conduct xome blood
testing

“f think they are as anxwous as we to (ind if we
really have 3 problem with lead,” Cruse sawd
“We don't want to spend 335 milhios of the
tanpayers money il it is nol needed.”

The EPA would attempt to recover cleanwp
costs  which have ranged from the EPA s $2¢
million estimale 10 more thaa $30 million —
from NL Indwstries and any other companies
responsible for creating lead waste piles at the
site The EPA plans ta cap the piles and remoave
up to 6 inches of contamunated soil from

residents’ vards

Brad Bradley. managec of the EPAS
Superfund program sad the agency must pick
what it considers a safe lead Jevel 10 the soil and
clean the area to meet that standard mow, while
the company is paying for the effort

"3 we pick 3 level too high and we find later
that the standard for exposure 1s lowered, then
no one is guing (o come tn and cleanit up the next
tune.” Bradiey sad

The EPA has advacated removing soil
comaminated to 580 parts of lead per million
NL Industries. whach operated a lead smelter in
southern Granite City until 192, and some
reswdents have quesyoned that standard and
suggested 1.808 parts per mitlion would be safe
andonly impact a 10-block area

Cruse saud the scientific community has not
agreed on a safc level of lead 10 s;i] Estimates

ik..| Mayors ask EPA to dohealth study

E'Y

have ranged from 50C parts =3 5 00C parts per
mthon

Although 11 15 better (o v on lbe s.de ol
cavtion, Jobn Hopluas an attornev for the
Downtown Neighborb>od Pestoration Seciely
said residents are faced wilh the unknown
health effects or the stigma of such & massive
cleanup and accompanying drops in realestate
values The health study would show whetber
childrenin outlying neighbachoeds really are at
rish from jhe lead

Bradiey sard the health study woul benefn
resdents worried about the short-term deally
e{lects, but it would nat eell segulators aboul the
long-term eflects from the lead expotore He
said the cleanup must be aimed at the long-terin
effects and the study probably would have hittle
ellect on deciuons aboul tbe extent of the
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Expert
criticizes
Panama

By DAVID GOSNECL
News Ilemocrat
FDWARISVIILE - Agexpertun
nternational cocatns tralfiching sard
the United States
will have a difhicalt
ume  seruhinizng
Panamaman banks
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1529 Longworth House Ofilce Building . Washington. D.C. 20815 {202) 225-5661

FOR RELEASE: Thursday, March 1, 1990
CONTACT: Brian Lott, 202/225-5661

MAYORS CRUSBE AND BELLCOFP MEET WITH
U.8. EPA OFFICIAL, CONGRESSMAN COBTELLO

WASHING'WUN -- Granite Clty Mayor Von Dee Cruse and Madison Mayor
John Bellcoff today asked the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to review all available evidence regarding the agency’s
proposed cleanup of lead around the Tarucorp/NL Industries site
in Granite City, and to consider fundinyg blouod tests regarding
possible health effects to area residents.

At a meeting hosted by U.S. Rep. Jerry Costello (D-IL), the
mayors asked Frank Covington, the Deputy Regional Administrator
for U.S. EPA, to review again with Illinvis EPA and stale
Department of Public Health u([icials evidence of high lead
levels in areas of Granite City.

"We want to make sure that if they are going to aspend 535
million on a lead cleanup plan, that all appropriate agencies are
convinced there is a serious health probleam," sald Cruse. "The
residents of Granite City will, I bellieve, appreciate any
compretiensive, solid evidence that shows a serious risk posed by
this lead.™

"our meeling today was very positive," said Dellcoff. "The
Deputy KRegiunal Administrator wus very receptlve to our
suggestiony, and carefully counsidered our perspective uvn this
situation."

The mayors asked Covington to review the present
environmenlal and health statistics, and to consider further
statistics - including the testing of lead levels in blood of
area resldents - to determine the significance of the rlsk posed
by the lead.

Covington agreed to consider the mayors’ request ror a blood
lavel study and dlscuss it with other officials at U.S. EPA.

"1 was pleased with the cooperutive ultitude exhibited by
Mr. Covingtion, and his willingness to listen to the mayors and
\ commit to close communication with them on this very important
matter," Ccostello said. "I will continue to work with local
officials and residents of the area Lu wake sure Lhal Lhelr
concerns are heard by U.S. EPA."

23]
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By Mike Myors
Stafl weller

GRANITE CITY — Following
a meeting in Springfield yester-
day with local officrals, the state
has agreed to undertake » com-
plete blood screening for resi-
dents who live in areas hsted as
lead contaminated by the US
Eaviroamental Protection Agen
cy.

Those who atiended the meet-
ing are calling the latest devel-
opments in the Taracorp Issue

Mayors Von Dee Cruse, Grap-
ite City, John Belicofl, Madisoa,
and Tyrone Echols, Vence, and
state Sam Wolf, D-Granite
City, with lop officials of the
tilinois Department of Public
llealth for approximately two
hours W y.

The EPA has proposed a $3%
million cleanup plaa that would
include removal of six inches of
soil from residential areas in
Madison and Granile Cily sur

rounding the Taracorp waste
pile at ISth and State streels in
Granite Gty.

The plaa aiso calls for remoy-
al of contaminated material used
as paving material in some Ven-
ice alleys and as fil! material ia
Eagle Park. All the contaminat.
ed matenal would be added to
the Taracorp pile, which would
then be permanently sealed.

‘‘We were very encouraged
because (the IDPH) (ell the
same way we did, that caly a
thorougb blood screening can
show if there is a real danger to
?ublic health,” Cruse said.
*They said they would be willing
to participale in a screening.
Now il’s a question of money.”

The next step, Cruse said, is
to convince the EPA lo pay for
the testing, which the IDPH esbhi-
mates will cost between $100,000
and $150,000

“The EPA is ready to spend
$35 million and they don’t know
if there is a health problem or
not,” Cruse said. “They should

be willing 10 spend $100,000 (o
find out.™"

Cruse sald he and the other
officials don't feel the EPA has

mulednyevidmolamnl
th problem around the Tara-

corp site.

mwents at the pul on
the cleanup , also made
it clear the dence presented

doesn’l indicate a hea)th hazard

“What the EPA did was add
together same risk faclors and
conclude there is a high risk,”
Cruse said.

Cruse said he and the other
olficials plan to meet with the
EPA during the first week of
March. He said the IDPH is
drawing up a lesting plan for
them (o present at that time.

Al the officials’ request, Cruse
said, the end of the public com-
ment period oa the Taracorp
cleanup bas been extended from
Feb. 24 to March 12

Granite calls for halt to cleanup
uniess tests show health hazard

By Mike Myers -
Statt writer i L

GRANITE CITY — The Clty Council unani-
mously approved a resolation Tuesday calling for

a slop to the of the Taracorp lead con-*’
tamination watil fies are done that determine
it presents & significant health hasard

I those studies indicsie’ s bealth hazard, the
resolution cally for s immediate cleanup that is
limited to arees whewe residents bave exibited a
sigrificantly elevatad lead level in their blood.

g study, done
for the EPA, whi
showed no significant risk in the lead levels found
in the soll of residential areas sround the sile and

i increase lo biood Jead levels.
reschition aleo states the EPA has failed tg

|

proposed cleaunup alternstives,

If the (estuyg delermines a hazard exisls, the
resolution calls far:
_ * The EPA W redrsw its cheanup to
inchude omly Jdhose areas found by the O'Bries

-M‘u?uﬂuidabpmnde' medical
tment for all persens found 1o have a sigoifi
cantly elevated level of lead 1a the biood, e

* Al matesihl at the Tarneorp pile located ot
15th and State streets — and all other masterial

1t all parties, including the cities of Granite
City, Madisos and Venice, determine x is *‘eco-
namlm!%elnf[:'d&l: ar v;hokl’ly imu;sxtcucal" to
remove resolut,
remo “md? 0 n calis far the pile
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By Robert Kelly
Of the Post-Dispatch Statt

A group of Granute City residents
who oppose a $25 million federal
plan to clean up lead-contaminated
soil in their neighborhood have
gathered more than 600 signatures
on petitions urging a halt to the
proposal.

John J. Hopkins, a lawyer and one
of the residents circulating the peti-
tions, said Friday that he hoped the
US. Environmental Protection
Agency would take note of the resi-
dents’ opposition.

"We have to be optimistic and
think that it will have some impact
on the EPA," Hopkins said. \

Under the EPA’s proposal, lead-
contaminated soil in a wide residen-
tial area around the Taracorp In-
dustries plant at i6th Street and
Cleveland Boulevard would be dug
up and put back where the lead
came from: a 250,000-ton slag heap
at the Taracorp site.

Hopkins and others circulating
the petitions contend that the plan is
too wide-ranging and would disrupt
their neighborhood too much. He
said health problems from the lead
contamination had yet to be docu-
mented enough to call for such 8
drastic removal of the soil.

Lead can cause a variety of
health probiems, ranging from
headaches, weight loss and muscle
pain to more serious effects such as
kidney damage and high blood
pressure.

In children, particularly those
younger than age 2, lead can cause
damage to the nervous system, lead-
ing to learning. behavioral and psy-
chological problems. With pro-
longed exposure at high levels, it
can cause mental retardation.

Hopkins said that the neighbor-
hood was a historic area, with many
restored turn-of-the-century homes,
and that the EPA’s pian could ruin
the area aesthetically.

The contaminated areas include
a large part of downtown Granite
City, including City Hall, as weill as
several alleys in aad near Madison
and Venice that were paved more
than 20 years ago with old battery
casings contaminated with lead.

The alleys run through residen-
tial areas, and one of the alleys runs
behind the Venice public school
buildings at 700 Broadway.

Hopkins said most residents of

600 Object To EPA’s Soil Cleanup Plan

éé
w. have to be optimistic and think that
[the petition effort] will have some impact on the

EPA.??Y

JOHN J. HOPXINS, Granite Gity resident

.

the area agreed that they did not
want their neighborhood torn up so
thoroughly.

“As far as | know, nobody who has
been requested to sign has refused
to sign oo any grounds other than
they are not the owners of the prop-
erty,” he said.

He said he hoped about 800 signa-
tures would be gathered before the
petitions are turned over to the EPA
by a Feb. 24 deadline for public
comment oa the proposed cleanup
plan. Coples of the petitions will be
sent later to Rep. Jerry F. Costello,

D-Beileville, and Sens. Alan J. Dix-
on, D-Believiile, and Paul Simoa, D-
Makanda, Hopkins said.

Residents who signed the peti-
tions favor a less-costly piaa of moa-
itoring the soll in the ares and con-
ducting regular blood tests of
resideats 1o check the leveis of lead
in their blood, Hopkins said.

Under the EPA’s cleanup plan,
the entire slag heap at Taracorp
would be entombed under layers of
plastic, rock, clay and topeoil. The
siag heap dates back several dec-
ades when NL Industries owned the

. P T

>

Robert LaRouche/Posi-Oispatch
This 250,000-ton siag heap sits at the Taracorp industries plant site in Granite City. The hesp
contains oid battery casings and furnace slag with a 30 percent lead content.

steel products plant before Tara-
corp bought itin 1979. NL owned the
plant trom 1928 unnl 1979.

The slag heap now coatains about
300,000 parts of lead for each mui-
llon parts of soil, or 30 percent lead.
Although no laws limit the concen-
tration of lead in the soil, state and
federal experts believe that any
amount greater than 300 parts of
lead for each muliion parts of sou
can be harmful, particularly to
children.

Under the cleanup plan. every
yard and all unpaved areas would
be dug up, most to a depth of six
inches, and the dirt hauied ©0 the
siag beap. The cleanup would re-
duce the lead contamination to a
maximum of 500 parts of iead for
every million parts of soil.

Officials acknowledge that the
digging would considerabdly disrupt
residents’ lives.

Meanwhile, no state or federal
agency has conducted aay detailed
health studles to determine just how
much damage the lead has done o
residents.
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REPLY 7O THE ATTENTICN CF

January 21, 1290
NOTE TO PERSC'S LITERESTED TN THE oIL,TARACCRP SUPERFUIND SITE:
The foliovwiiw correcticns are for the [1].S. Znvironmental Protection
Agency’'s prooesed Cleanup action tactsheet and proposed plan. The
Corrections =2 tie astimated costs are:
Altermative 3 is changed from 513,392,630 <o $25,900,000,
Altsrmative = is chanced from $20,566,242 to $31,000,000,

Altermiative © i3 changed frcm 334,342,284 to $45,000,000,

1-=rmative G i changed frcom 356,514,070 to $67,000,000.

-~

The gublic zaring =o accspr comments is February 3, 1990, 7 p.m., Tcwnship
Hall, 2060 Ze4nar ave., Geanite Cicy, Illircis.



o '%J, UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
? REGION 5
& 230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST.
L ”01(,_0 CHCAGO. 'LUNO'S 80804

REPLY TO ATTENTION CF:

January 4, 1990

NOTE TO OFFICIALS:

U.S. Envirommental Protection Agency has been investigating the NL Taracorp,
Granite City, Illinois superfund site and is now examining alternatives for
cleanup at the site.

We are starting a public camment period on January 10, 1990, and would like to
meet with you on Jamary 9 at 1 p.m. in the Granite City City Hall conference
roam to answer any questions you may have.

The public camment period is going to run 45 days and we plan to have a public
meeting to accept camments on the alternatives February 8 at 7 p.m., in the
Township Hall, 2060 Delman Ave. We also plan to have small group meetings with
citizens the week of the 23rd.

Enclosed is a copy of the ad that will appear in the local paper on January 10
ard in the Granite City newspaper, Jarmary 11, 1990, ammouncing the start of the
camment period and listing the cleamip alternatives.

Sincerely, ) ~
Y 1 | ! ] '\ )y r g
(‘S.N.g,;l fl\&i/b;’ //’Zktﬁ(&(j &l /"'- édc L
Brad Bradley MaryAnn Croce laFaire

Remedial Project Manager Cammunity Relations Coordinator
(312) 886-4742 (312) 886-1728

Enclosure



EPA LOGO

The United States
Environmental Protection Agency
is accepting

PUBLIC COMMENTS
on a proposed cleanup plan for the

NL INDUSTRIES/TARACORP LEAD SMELTER SUPERFUND SITE
l16th st. and Cleveland Blvd.
Granite City, Illinois

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) recently
completed its review of a feasibility study prepared for the
NL Industries/Taracorp Lead Smelter Superfund site in
Granite City, IL. The study evaluated cleanup alternatives
for addressing contamination at the site.

U.S. EPA has identified several areas at and near the site
that are contaminated, and may expose the community to lead
through direct contact or inhalation of contaminated soil
and dust. These areas include:

- A pile on the site used to store wastes from lead
processing operations (Taracorp pile)

- A waste pile of battery case materials adjacent to
the site (St. Louis Lead Recyclers (SLLR) pile)

- Two areas (The Venice Township alleys and
Eagle Park Acres) where battery case material
containing lead were used for f£ill and alley-
paving :

- Residential so0ils near the site which are
contaminated with lead (Areas 2 through 8)

- Industrial soils on the adjacent Trust 454 and
Tri-City Trucking Properties (Area 1)

- 25-35 drums on the surface of the Taracorp
pile that contain lead wastes

The feasibility study evaluated cleanup alternatives and
assessed each alternative on its effectiveness in protecting
public health and the environment, technical feasibility,
and cost. U.S. EPA considered the following alternatives:



Alternative A: No Action

Monitoring: Air quality monitoring; ground-water
monitoring; additional deep wells

Institutional controls: site access restrictions: land use
restrictions; deed use restrictions, sale restrictions

Alternative B

Taracorp Pile: multimedia cap; institutional controls
Taracorp Drums: off-site recovery at secondary lead smelter
SLLR Piles: excavate and consolidate with Taracorp pile
Venice Alleys: asrhalt or sod cover based on usage
Eagle Park Acres: vegetated clay cap and institutional
controls

Area 1 Unpaved Surfaces: asphalt or sod cover based on
usage

Area 2 Unpaved Surfaces: asphalt or sod cover based on
usage

Area 3 Unpaved Surfaces: asphalt or sod cover based on
usage

Monitoring: Air and ground-water monitoring; additional
deep wells; contingency plans

Alternative C

Alternative C is nearly identical to Alternative D, and
therefore has Leesn excluded from further consideration

Alternative D

Taracorp Pile: multimedia cap; institutional controls
Taracorp Drums: off-site recovery at secondary lead smelter
SLLR piles: excavate and consolidate with Taracorp pile
Venice Alleys: excavate case material and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Eagle Park Acres: excavate case material and consolidate
with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Area 1 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate soil arnd consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Area 2 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate soil and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Area 3 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate soil and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Monitoring: air and ground-water monitoring; additional
deep wells; contingency plans

Alternative E

Taracorp Pile: Multimedia cap; supplemental liner;
insititutional controls



Taracorp Drums: Off-site recovery at secondary lead smelter
SLLR Piles: excavate and consolidate with Taracorp pile
Venice Alleys: excavate case material and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Eagle Park Acres: excavate case material and consolidate
with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Area 1 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate soil and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Areas 2-8 Residential Surfaces: excavate soil and
consolidate with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Monitoring: air and ground-water monitoring; additional
deep wells; contingency plans

Alternative P

Taracorp Pile: multimedia cap; supplemental liner; recovery
of plastic battery case materials and lead; insitutional
controls

Taracorp Drums: off-site recovery at secondary lead smelter
SLLR piles: excavate and consolidate with Taracorp pile
Venice Alleys: excavate case material and consoclidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Eagle Park Acres: excavate case materials and consolidate
with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Area 1 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate soil and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Areas 2-8 Residential Surfaces: excavate soil and
consolidate with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Monitoring: air and ground-water monitoring; additional
deep wells; contingency plans

Alternative G

Taracorp Pile: recovery of plastic battery case material
and lead; disposal of residuals in RCRA landfill

Taracorp Drums: off-site recovery at secondary lead smelter
SLLR Piles: disposal in RCRA landfill

Venice Alleys: excavate case material; disposal in RCRA
landfill; restore surfaces

Eagle Park Acres: excavate case material; disposal in RCRA
landfill; restore surfaces

Area 1 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate and restore; disposal in
RCRA landfill

‘Areas 2-8 Residental Surfaces: excavate and restore;

disposal in non-RCRA landfill
Monitoring: air and ground-water monitoring; additional
deep wells; contingency plans

Alternative H:
Taracorp Pile: multimedia cap; institutional controls

Taracorp Drums: off-site recovery at secondary lead smelter
SLLR Piles: excavate and consolidate with Taracorp pile



Venice Alleys: excavate case material and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces ’

Eagle Park Acres: excavate case material and consolidate
with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Area 1 Unpaved Surfaces: excavate soil and consolidate with
Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Areas 2-8 Residential Surfaces: excavate soil and
consolidate with Taracorp pile; restore surfaces

Monitoring: air and ground-water monitoring; additional
deep wells; contingency plans

U.S. EPA proposes Alternative H as the remedy for
contamination at the site. U.S. EPA believes this
alternative will protect human health and the environment,
will comply with all applicable state and federal

regulations, reduce contaminant movement, and will be cost-
effective.

The feasibility study, proposed plan, and other site-
related documents are available for review at the Granite

City Public Library, 2001 Delmar Avenue, Granite City, IL
62040.

Before making a final decision, U.S. EPA will consider oral
and written comments on the cleanup alternatives and
proposed plan from January 10 to February 24, 1990. Oral
comments on the proposed plan may be submitted at the
following public meeting:

Thursday, February 8, 1990 - 7:00 p.m.
Township Hall

2060 Delmar Ave.

Granite City, 1IL
Written comments must be postmarked by February 24, 1990,
and sent to MaryAnn Croce LaFaire, Office of Public Affairs
(5PA-14), U.S. EPA Region 5, 230 S. Dearborn St., Chicago,
IL 60604.

e 100%

‘ : recycled



United States
Environmental

<EPA Environmental
NEWS RELEASE 2o - =

Technical Contact: Brad Bradley
(312) 886-4742

Media Cantact: MaryAnn Croce laFaire
(312) 886-1728
For Immediate Release: Jamuary 10, 1990
No. 90-SF03
U.S. EPA SEEKS CCMMENTS ON NL INDUSTRIES~TARACORP SITE:; PUBLIC MEETING FEB. 8

U.S. Envirommental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Region 5 is announcing today
the start of a 45-day public comment pericd for the NL Industries-Taracorp lead
Smelter Superfund site, Granite City, IL.

U.S. EPA has identified on and near the site several contaminated areas that
could expose the community to lead through direct contact or inhalation of
contaminated dust. These areas include:

- A pile on the Taracorp site used to store lead processing

operations waste;

- Contaminated residential soils near the site, covering an

estimated 50 city blocks;

- A waste pile of battery-case materials adjacent to the site;

- An estimated 30 drums on the site that contain lead wastes; and

- Two areas in Venice Township alleys and Eagle Park Acres,

where battery-case materials were used for ground and alley
fill.



-2 -
Of the alternatives examined by U.S. EFA, the following summarizes the main
points of EPA's perferred alternative:
- Taracorp pile — install a miltimedia cap and fence the site,

also using other access controls:;
- Taracorp drums — take to an off-site lead smelter for lead

recovery;
= St. Iowis Lead Recyclers pile — excavate and consolidate

with Taracorp pile:
-Venicg alleys and Eagle Park Acres fill areas —— excavate case

materials and consolidate with Taracorp pile, restore surface;
- Excavate adjacent industrial and residential surfaces and

consolidate with Taracorp pile, restore surfaces; and

- Continue air and ground-water monitoring throughout the project.

U.S. EPA has listed the cleamup alternatives and its preferred alternative
in a document called the proposed plan. This and cther site-related documents
can be found at the Granite City Public Library, 2001 Delmar Ave. Granite City,
IL.

Before making a final decision, U.S. EPA will accept ard consider oral and
written comments on the alternatives. Oral comments may be presented at a public
meeting on February 8, 1990, at 7 p.m., Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Ave., Granite
City. Written coments must be postmarked by February 24, 1990, and sent to
MaryAnn Croce laFaire, Office of Public Affairs (5PA-14), U.S. EPA Region 5, 230
Sauth Dearborn St., Chicago, II. 60604.
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REPLY TO ATTENTION OF:

Jarmary 4, 1990

NOTE TO OFFICIAIS:

U.S. Envirommental Protection Agency has been mvstlgatmg the NL Taracorp,
Granite City, Illinois superfund site and is now examining alternatives for
cleamp at the site.

We are starting a public camment periocd on Janwary 10, 1990, and would like to
meet with you on Jaruary 9 at 1 p.m. in the Granite City City Hall conference
roam to answer any questions you may have.

The public cament period is going to run 45 days and we plan to have a public
meeting to accept camments an the alternatives February 8 at 7 p.m., in the
Township Hall, 2060 Delman Ave. We also plan to have small group meetings with
citizens the week of the 23rd.

Enclosed is a copy of the ad that will appear in the local paper on Jarnuary 10

and in the Granite City newspaper, Jamary 11, 1990, announcing the start of the
cament period and listing the cleamup alternatives.

Brad Bradl Croce laFaire
Remedial Project Manager camum.ty Relations Coordinator
(312) 886-4742 (312) 886-1728

Enclosure
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This fact sheet will explain ...

e U.S. EPA’s proposed
cleanup plan for the
NL/Taracorp Superfund
site

e Other cleanup choices
considered by U.S. EPA

e How you can participate in
choosing the final site
cleanup plan

Public Participation

U.S. EPA will hold a public
meeting to explain the results of
the cleanup study and to accept
comments on the cleanup
choices:

DATE: February 8, 1990
TIME: 7:00p.m.

PLACE: Township Hall
2060 Deimar Ave.
Granile City, Mincls

Uni.bd States Office of Public Affairs Ninois Indiana
Environmental Protection Region 5 Michigan Minnesota
Agency 230 South Dearbomn Street Ohio Wisconsin

Chicago, ltlinois 60604

U.S. EPA Proposes Cleanup Action
NL/Taracorp Superfund Site

Granite City, lllinois

January 1990

The United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has
proposed several actions to correct lead
contamination problems at the
NL/Taracorp Superfund site in Granite
City. Illinois. These actions include
taking away drums of lead materials
from the site; properly disposing of lead
contaminated materials and soils found
at and near the site, including soils in
some residential areas; and testing air
and ground-water quality. These actions
are summarized in a document called
the Proposed Plan. The actions are
described in more detail in the
Feasibility Study Report (FS Report)
and Addendum.

U.S. EPA’s proposed plan for cleaning
up the NL/Taracorp site is based on
studying several cleanup choices. This
study is called a feasibility study (FS). It

was done by NL Industries. a former
owner of the site. NL Industries is
believed to be among the parties
responsible for the lead contamination
found at and near the site. US. EPA
and lllinois EPA (IEPA) supervised the
study.

U.S. EPA wants your comments on the
proposed plan and the feasibility study.
A public comment period is being held
from January 10 to February 24, 1990.
During this time, you are encouraged to
read the site documents and send
written comments to U.S. EPA. In
addition. you can give your comments
to U.S. EPA during a public meeting on
February 8. 1990. Site documents are
available at the Granite City Public
Library. 2001 Delmar Avenue, Granite
City. Illinois.



Site History

The NL/Taracorp Superfund site
occupies almost 16 acres at 16th Street
and Cleveland Boulevard in Granite
City. The site has been used for
operations related to metal processing
since 1903 when it was opened by Hoyt
Metal. The company was sold and
renamed United Lead. NL Industries
bought United Lead in 1928 and
operated the facility until 1979 when it
was bought by Taracorp Inc. Taracorp
makes metal products at the site.

[EPA began testing air quality for lead
in 1978. Most (85 percent) of the air
samples tested from Granite City
between 1978 and 198! had lead levels
higher than levels the federal
government considers safe.

IEPA investigated the Taracorp plant in
1982 and found that site operations were
causing the area’s lead problems. After
this, [EPA denied Taracorp’s
application to continue making lead
products at the plant. Taracorp Inc. filed
for bankruptcy in December 1982. In
1986, U.S. EPA included the
NL/Taracorp site on its list of sites that
have serious hazardous waste problems.
The list is called the Superfund National
Priorities List. Sites on this list are
studied and cleaned up by U.S. EPA or
companies responsible for the waste
problems.

In 1985. NL Industries signed a legal
agreement to study the hazardous waste
problems at and near the site, and look
at ways to correct the problems. The
study. called a remedial investigation

and feasibility study (R1/FS), began in
{;g:ary 1987 and ended in November

The investigation found that possible
health risks from the NL/Taracorp site
mostly come from direct contact with
contaminated soils and materials, and
from breathing contaminated dust.

A federal heaith agency
recommends that “In general,
lead in soil and dust appears
to be responsible for higher
blood lead levels in chiidren
when the concentrstion in
soll or dust is at levels higher
than 500 to 1,000 ppm.” U.S.
EPA uses this
recommendation (o evaluate
the health risks from lead.

Touching or holding soil contaminated
with lead is an example of direct
contact. You can breathe
contaminated dust if it is blowing
around on a windy day.

The study found several areas at and
near the NL/Taracorp site where lead
contamination may be a health threat
to the community. These areas include:

The Taracorp Pile: A large waste pile
located on the NL/Taracorp site filled
with lead wastes. About 25 to 35
drums containing lead wastes were
found on the surface of the waste pile.
The NL/Taracorp site is shown on the
map below. .

Area 1: This area is located next to the
NL/Taracorp site. The property
contains unpaved areas and a waste
pile used by a company called St.
Louis Lead Recyclers (SLLR pile).
The SLLR pile contains materials
from battery cases. The unpaved areas
are contaminated with high lead levels.
This area is shown near the
NL/Taracorp site on the map below.

Residential areas (Areas 2 through 8):
These are areas near the site that are
mostly residential. Soils tested from
these areas contained lead levels that
could be a health threat to the
community. The areas closest to the
site have the highest levels of lead
contamination. These areas are shown
on the map below as Areas 2 through

Eagle Park Acres: This area includes
some residential land near the site.
Battery case materials containing lead
were used to fill a ditch on the
property. The area was later dug up.
This exposed the contaminated battery
case materials. Lead levels are different
throughout the area. from 63 to 3.280
parts per million (ppm). A part per
million is a unit used to measure the
concentration of a substance or
chemical, like lead. One part per
million, or ppm. would be equal to one
second in eleven days.

Venice Township Alleys: Battery case
materials were allegedly used to pave
and/ or fill some alleys in Venice
Township. Tests done on the alleys
showed a wide range of lead
contamination, from 220 ppm to
126.000 ppm.

MOT TO SCALE




Feasibility Study

The feasibility study is the part of the
study that iooks at possible solutions
for cleaning up Superfund sites. Each
possible solution is weighed based on
site conditions. how well it will work
(effectiveness), and cost.

Some cleanup solutions, or
alternatives, are dropped right away.
However, that still leaves several
alternatives. U.S. EPA looks at the
remaining alternatives closely. based
on nine factors, or criteria. The
cleanup action finally chosen must
satisfy all nine of these criteria. The
nine criteria ask the following
questions:

*  Will the cleanup alternative
reduce the health threat from
the site?

o Wi the cleanup alternative
comply with the law?

¢ How long will it protect the
community?

e Does the cleanup alternative
soive the contamination
problems?

¢ How quickly wilt the problems
be solyed?

s Can the cleanup ailternative be
put into place easily?

e How much will it cost?

*  What does the State of lilinols
think?

*  What does the community
think?

The nine criteria are explained in more
detail on page 6. For the NL/Taracorp
site, eight alternatives (Alternatives A
through H) were looked at.

All alternatives include restricting
access to the NL/Taracorp property
(for example by placing a fence around
the property). restricting the sale and
use of the property, and testing air and
ground water. At least four wells
would be installed to help U.S. EPA
test water quality in the lower part of
an aquifer located underneath the site.
An aquifer is a layer of rock, sand and
gravel underneath the ground surface
that is able to store water. When there

is enough good quality water in an
aquifer, it can be used for drinking or
other purposes. The water found in an
aquifer is called ground water.

Based on the U.S. EPA’s study.
ground-water contamination does not
appear to be a health or environmental
threat. However. ground water in the
lower portion of the aquifer was not
tested during the study. The proposed
testing will identify any ground-water
contamination that may threaten
public health or the environment in the
future. If any problems are found.
U.S. EPA will develop plans to correct
them.

The cleanup alternatives listed are
different in the way they suggest
cleaning up the contamination. Six of
the alternatives require removing and
disposing of contaminated materials.
These six alternatives are different in ‘
the way the materials would be
disposed and in the amount of
contaminated materials that would be
disposed. The eight alternatives are
shown on the next two pages.

another alternative.

the public comment period:

18

U.S. EPA wants your input on the proposed cleanup
alternative and the other cleanup choices discussed in
the feasibility study. Comments given by residents and
other interested parties are valuable in helping U.S.
EPA select a final remedy for the site. Based on new
information or public comment, U.S. EPA, along with
IEPA, may change the preferred alternative or choose

There are two ways for you to give your opinion during
1. You may send written comments to MaryAnn

Croce LaFaire, U.S. EPA’s Community Relations
Coordinator for the NL /Taracorp site. Her address

Get Involved!

2. You may tell your comments to U.S. EPA during the
public meeting on February 8 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Township Hall, 2060 Delmar Avenue, Granite City.
Illinois. A court reporter will be present to record
comments for the written record.

After the public comment period is over, U.S. EPA
will review and consider the submitted comments

when making a final decision for the site. The final

actions chosen for the site may, therefore, be different

than the preferred alternatives in the Proposed Plan.

U.S. EPA will respond to all comments in a document
called a responsiveness summary. The responsiveness

summary will be attached to the Record of Decision
(ROD) for the site which will be made available to the
public. You are encouraged to review the Proposed

Plan, Feasibility Study Report and addenda, and
other documents related to the site. All documents are

U.S. EPA (5PA-14)
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Comments must be postmarked by February 24, 1990.

available at the Granite City Public Library, 2001
Delmar Avenue.

If you have any questions about the NL/Taracorp site
comment period, please contact MaryAnn Croce
LaFaire at U.S. EPA’s tol}-free number:
1-800-572-2515.




ARlternative A: No Action

o install wells to test ground-water quality
e  Test air and ground-water quality
e Restrict site access and use

The Superfund program requires that a “no action” aiternative be considered at
every site. The no action cleanup altemative is compared to the other alternatives.
This aiternative calls for only testing and site restrictions. This aiternative would
not protect human heaith and the environment.

Total Cost: $475,110
Implementation Time: 6-12 months

Altemative B

e Take the drums of lead waste away from the Taracorp pile to recover lead
materials that can be recycled

o Dig up wastes from the SLLR pile and place with Taracorp pile

e Cover Taracorp pile with a muitilayered cap

e Cover dug-up surfaces in Venice alleys with asphalt or sod

¢ Place a clay cap over battery case material in Eagle Park Acres; plant grass
on cap :

o Cover dug-up surfaces in the three areas ciosest to the site (Areas 1, 2, 3)
with asphait or sod

¢ install welis to test ground-water quality

e  Test air and ground-water quality

e Restrict site access and use

In this alternative, no action would be taken in five of the residential areas (Areas 4

through 8). Because action would not be taken in all of the areas, U.S. EPA feels
that this aiternative would not adequatety protect human health.

Total Cost: $5,685.020
Imptementation Time: 1-2 years

Altlemnative C was nearly identical 1o Alemnative D, and was, therefore, exciuded
from detalied evaluation.

Alternative D

¢ Take the drums of lead waste away from the Taracorp pile to recover lead
materials that can be recycled

e Dig up SLLR pile and place with Taracorp pile

o Dig up battery case material from Venice alleys and Eagle Park Acres and
place with Taracorp pile

¢ Dig up contaminated soils from the three areas closest to the NL/Taracorp
site (Areas 1, 2 and 3) and place with Taracorp pile

s  Cap Taracorp pile as in Alternative B
e  Cover dug-up areas with sod or asphait

—SUMMARY OF CLEA

® Install wells to test ground-water quality
e Testair and ground-watér quality

e Restrict site access and use

This alternative would remove more contaminated
materials than Alternative B. However, it would not
address contaminated soils in five of the residential
areas. Therefore, it wouid not protect human health as
well as alternatives that do address these areas.

Total Cost: $6,835,450
Implementation Time: 1-2 years

Alternative E

e Take the drums of lead waste away from the
Taracorp pile to recover lead materials that can
be recycled

e Construct a liner system next to the Taracorp pile
that wouid not allow water to seep through

e Dig up wastes from the Taracorp and SLLR piles,
Venice alleys. Eagle Park Acres. and place them
in the liner system

¢ Dig up soils from the area next to the
NU/Taracorp site (Area 1) with lead leveis greater
than 1000 ppm and soils in residential areas
(Areas 2 through 8) with lead leveis greater than
500 ppm, and place in the liner system

e Cap Taracorp pile as in Alternative B

e Cover dug-up areas with asphalt or sod
¢ Install welis to test ground-water quality
e  Test air and ground water quality

e Restrict site access and use

This alternative invoives installing a bottom liner
system next to the Taracorp pile which would not let
water through. The liner system would consist of clay.
sand, and a synthetic fabric. The purpose of the liner
system wouid be to prevent lead from moving through
the waste pile and into the ground-water system
below the site. Of all the alternatives looked at. this
alternative would reduce contaminant movement the
most. However, the amount of digging required could
expose the community to contaminated dust. Dust
control measures would be required.

Total Cost: $31,000,000
Implementation Time: 3-4 years

Altemative F

e  Take the drums of lead waste away from the
Taracorp pile to recover lead materials that can be
recycled

o  Construct a liner system next to the Taracorp pile
that would not allow water to seep through



NUP ALTERNATIVES

e Dig up Taracorp pile and lead wastes to recover recyclable
lead and battery case materials

e Take the recyclable material away from the Taracorp pile
to recover recyclable lead materiais

e Dig up wastes from the SLLR pite, Venice alleys, and
Eagle Park Acres. and place them in liner

o  Dig up soils from area closest to the NL/Taracorp site
{Area 1) with lead levels greater than 1000 ppm and soils
in residential areas (Areas 2 through 8) with lead levels
greater than 500 ppm, and place in the liner system

e  Cover dug-up areas with asphalt or sod
¢ Install wells to test ground-water quality
o Test air and ground water quality

e  Restrict site access and use

The waste materials from the Taracorp pile would be
processed 1o recover plastic battery case material and usable
lead. The recovered materiais would be taken oft site for
recycling. Materials not sent oft site for recycling would be
placed in the liner. The amount of digging and handling of
wastes would increase the potential exposure of workmen and
the community to contaminated dust. Dust control measures
would be required.

Total Cost: $45.000,000
impiementation Time: 5-6 years

Alternative G

e Take the drums of lead waste away from the Taracorp pile
to recover lead materials that can be recycled

e Dig up the Taracorp pile and process the wastes from the
pile to recover recyclable lead and battery case materials

e Take recyciable material from the Taracorp pile off site for
recovery

¢ Take the rest of the Taracorp pile wastes to an EPA-
approved hazardous waste landfill

e Dig up battery case materiais from the SLLR pile, Venice
alleys and Eagle Park Acres: take to an EPA-approved
hazardous waste landfill

¢ Dig up contaminated soils from one area next to the site
(Area 1) and transport to an EPA-approved hazardous
waste landfill

¢ Dig up contaminated soils from residential areas (Areas 2
through 8); take off site for disposat at an EPA-approved
solid waste landfill

e Restore excavated areas with sod or asphait
e Install wells to test ground-water quality
¢ Test air and ground-water quality

s Restrict site access and use

This is the most costly alternative considered for the site. This
aftenative would reduce the amount of wastes in the community
more than the other alternatives by taking them off site. The
handling and digging up of hazardous waste could pose a short-term
threat to on-site workers, the community. and the environment. Dust
control measures would be required.

Total Cost: $67.000,000
Implementation Time: 5-6 years

U.S. EPA’s Preferred Altemative (Altemnative H)

U.S. EPA believes that the human heaith and environmental
risks from the site are best addressed by this aiternative. This
afternative, called Aiternative H, would prevent any more contact
with contaminated soils and dust. If this alternative is used to
clean up the NL/Taracorp site, the following things would be

®  Take the drums of lead waste away from the Taracorp pile
to recover iead materials that can be recycled ‘

¢ Dig up wastes from the SLLR pile, Venice alleys. and Eagle
Park Acres, and place the wastes with the Taracorp pile -

¢ Dig up soils from Area 1 with lead levels greater than 1000
ppm and soils in the residential areas (Areas 2 through 8)
with lead levels greater than 500 ppm. and place the soils
with the Taracorp pile

¢  Cover the dug-up areas with sod or asphait

e  Place a multilayered hazardous waste cap on the
consolidated Taracorp pile

¢ Install wells to test ground-water quality
e Test air and ground-water quality
e Restrict site access and use

U.S. EPA believes that this altemnative would protect human
health and the environment, comply with all pertinent laws and
regulations. would be a long-term solution. reduce the
movement of lead in the environment. and would be cost
effective. The amount of digging required could expose the
community to contaminated dust. Dust control measures would
be required.

Total Cost: $25.000,000
implementation Time: 1.5 to 2.5 years

The Next Step

U.S. EPA will consider public comments received during the
public comment period before choosing a final remedy for the
site. The final remedy will be described in what is called a
Record of Decision (ROD).

After a final cleanup solution is chosen U.S. EPA will meet with
NL Industries and other companies involved to ask them to plan
and pay for the actual site cleanup. Following negotiations. the
final remedy will be designed and implemented.



U.S. EPA uses nine factors, or criteria, to
evaluate possible cleanup solutions for
Superfund sites. The solution chosen to
clean up the site must meet all nine
criteria. The nine criteria are presented
below as a series of questions.

Wlkredmednthrutpomdbythe
site?
(Protectiveness)

U.S. EPA evaluates potential cleanup
solutions to determine if they protect
public health and the environment from
the threat posed by the site. The remedy
finally chosen must reduce, eliminate, or
coatrol any health or environmental

HOW U.S. EPA CHOOSES A CLEANUP SOLUTION

How well does the cleanup action solve
the contaminstion problem?

US. EPA evaluates how effectively a
potential remedy addresses the
contamination problem. The cleanup
action chosen must decrease the toxicity,
movement, or amount of hazardous
materials present. US. EPA's preferred
alternative for the NL/Taracorp site
would slightty reduce the amount of
hazardous materials present because the
drums of lead processing wastes would
be removed and recycled off site.
Digging up and covering the wastes with
a hazardous waste cap would reduce the
movement of the hazardous materials

Cam the remedy be carried out? (This is
called implementability)

USS. EPA looks at the potential cleanup
remedies to determine if the needed
materials and services are readily
available. If not, the remedy may not be
practical for the site. US. EPA’s
preferred altemmative for the
NL/Taracorp site would use standard
techniques and could be easily
implemented.

How much will it cost?

U.S. EPA considers the costs associated
with each potential remedy. Both short
and long-term costs are calculated. The
cost of US. EPA’s preferred aiternative

threat. The threat posed by the into the environment. id be higher than three alternatives
NL/Taracorp site is through direct higher .
contact with contaminated materials or and lower than three alternatives.
breathing of contaminated dust US. Wudoesﬂn&'dedmm
EPA’s preferred alternative eliminates about U.S. EPA’s choice? (State
the threat by digging up the How quickly willl the threat be acceptance)
contaminated materials and covering climinated and how will the desnup Before making a final decision, US. EPA
them with an EPA-approved hazardous affect the community? (Short-term asks the State to comment on the
waste cap. effectiveness) Proposed Plan. Frequently, the sate is
. - involved from the start in the
Does the method &y with related Cleang;:h;olomoﬂeunkemal . | studies leading to USS.
environmental laws and regulations? e h place. During those years, gz’ chojce. In Ilinois, the state agency
- still exist. In addition, some cleanup supports L.5.
U.S. EPA evaluates the cleanup options preferred alternative.
to make sure they meet related federal, activities may themselves create short- How does the view US.
state, and local regulations. term health or environmental risks. US. ’M
EPA cvaluates the length of time EPA’s ::lliu (CH Amm)
~ ired to put the remedy into place, After evaluating the possible cleanup
How loag withthe ceanap cton m;‘w,g:‘,, etfoct oo the methods, US. EPA presents its choice,
(Long-term effectiveness) . community. US. EPA’s preferred called the Proposed Plan. Afier the plan
alternative would take from 1% to 2% lswmn{::lmtymbmrj?
U.S. EPA considers how tly a years to put in place. This is longer than give written or oral comments to
potential cleanup action addrmmhzdd\ for less protective altemnatives, but much EPA during a formal public comment
and environmental threats. The action shorter than for some other alternatives. period. Before making a final decision,
finally chosen must be either permanent The digging activities could create a dust ~ US. EPA must consider all public
or reliable for many years after it has problem and potentially expose the comments and wmqs.
been put into place. US. EPA’s preferred  community to contaminated dust. EPA belicves that the community's
alternative for the NL/Taracorp site Therefore, dust control measures, such as ~ comments are important and ofien bring
would provide good long-term wetting down the dust, would be used. up issues which have an impact on the
cffectiveness against direct contact with Cleanup remedy finally selected.
waste materials and breathing of Community a of the preferred
contaminated dust. alternative will be evaluated after the
public comment period.
: MAILING LIST Name
If you did not receive this fact sheet in the mail or your name was
| not on it, you are not on our mailing list. If you wish 1o be placed Addrees
on the NL/Taracorp mailing list, please fill out this form and
| sendittor City
l MaryAnn Croce LaFaire (SPA-14) State
| Office of Public Affairs
US. EPA Region 8
| 236 South Dearbom Street Zip Phone
|

Chicago, llinois 60604




TO CONTACT U.S. EPA OFFICIALS ...

If you would like to speak to a U.S. EPA official about this fact sheet
or anything related to the NL/Taracorp site, please contact:

MaryAnn Croce LaFaire Brad Bradley
Community Relations Remedial Project

& Coordinator Manager
LLl

Office of Public Affairs Office of Superfund
(312) 886-1728 (312) 886-4742

U.S. EPA Region 5
\ 230 South Dearbomn Street
c’ Chicago, lllinols 60604

’ TOLL-FREE PHONE NUMBER:
1-800-572-2515
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (
Central Time

gt il
il

iy WHERE TO FIND SITE DOCUMENTS

Information about the site and the Superfund program is available in an
information repository located at the Granite City Public Library. The L
remedial investigation and feasibility study reports and addenda.
NL/Taracorp site fact sheets, and Proposed Plan are among the documents
available for review in the repository. You are encouraged to read these
Robert Stack materials for more information about the activities described in this fact sheet.
Granite City Public Library

2001 Delmar Avenue

Granite City, IL 62040

For more information contact:
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U.S. EPA uses nine factors, or criteria, to
evaluate possible cleanup solutions for
Superfund sites. The solution chosen to
clean up the site must meet all nine
criteria. The nine criteria are presented
below as a series of questions.

HOW U.S. EPA CHOOSES A CLEANUP SOLUTION

How well does the cleanup action solve
the contamination problem?

US. EPA evaluates how effectively a
potential remedy addresses the
contamination problem. The cleanup
action chosen must decrease the toxicity,
movement, or amount of hazardous

Can the remedy be carried out? (This is
calied implementability)

U.S. EPA looks at the potential cleanup
remedies to determine if the needed
materials and services are readily
available. If not, the remedy may not be
practical for the site. US. EPA’s

Wil it reduce the threat pased by the materials present. US. EPA's preferred ~ prefierred alternative for the
) alternative for the NL/Taracorp site NL/Taracorp site would use standard
(Protectiveness would stightly reduce the amount of techniques and could be easily
USS. EPA evaluates potential cleanup hazardous materials present because the implemented.
solutions to determine if they protect drums of lead processing wastes would How much will it cost?
public health and the environment from be removed and recycled off site. US. EPA ders the iated
the threat posed by the site. The remedy ~ Digging up and covering the wastes with mm”‘"""m‘ o e
finally chosen must reduce, climinate, or 2 hazardous waste cap would reduce the  ¥ith cach potental remedy ort
control any health or environmental movement of the hazardous materials dggp‘z‘smmwd ;
threat. The threat posed by the into the environment. cost . EPA's preferred alternative
contact with contaminated materials or and lower than three alternatives.
breathing of contaminated dust. US. What does the State of Iinois think
EPA’s preferred altemnative climinates about U.S. EPA’s choice? (State
the threat by digging up the How guickly will the threat be acceptance)
contaminated materials and covering climinated and how will the cleanup Before making a final decision, US. EPA
them with an EPA-approved hazardous affect the community? (Short-term asks the State to comment on the
Hse e - ) invetved from the s i e
. start in
Does the method comply with related Cleancp technologies ofien take several  eqvironmental studies leading to US.
enviroamental laws and regulations? years (o put in place. During those years,  p ‘g chosce, In Ilinois, the state agency
the health or environmental threat may  ;1pp s’ JEPA suppons US. EPA’s
US. EPA evaluates the cleanup options still exist. In addition, some cleanup preferred altemative.
to make sure they meet related federal, activities may themselves create short-
state, and local regulations term health or environmental risks. US. !bw,duu&ewyvkw US.
EPA evaluates the leagth of time EPAsdniee?(C:-.lyAc::una)
cleanup required to put the remedy into place, After evaluating the possible cleanup
mwﬁwﬂ:& and the possible effect on the methods, US. EPA presents its choice,
(Long-term effectiveness) community. US. EPA’s called the Proposed Plan. After the plan
alternative would take from 1'% to 22 !Mm::mymbasrlljlg
U.S. EPA considers how permanently a years to put in place. This is longer than give written of oral comments to
potential cleanup action addresses heaith  for less protective akernatives, but much ~ EPA during a formal public comment
and environmental threats. The action - shorter than for some other alternatives. ~ petiod. Before making a final decision.
finally chosen must be cither permanent The digging activities could create adust ~ U.S. EPA must consider all public
or refiable for many years after it has problem and potentially expose the comments and respond to them. US.
been put into place. US. EPA’s preferred  community to contaminated dust. EPA belicves that the community's
alternative for the NL/Taracorp site Therefore, dust control measures, such as ~ commeats are important and often bring
would provide good long-term wetting down the dust, would be used up issues which have an impact on the
effectiveness against direct contact with cleanup remedy finally selected.
waste materials and breathing of Community acceptance of the preferred
contaminated dust. alternative will be evaluated after the
public comment period.
MAILING LIST Name
If you did not receive this fact sheet in the mail or your name was Add
not o it, you are not on our mailing list. If you wish to be placed ress
on the NL/Tarscorp mailing list, please fiil out this form and
send 1t to: City
MaryAnn Croce LaFaire (SPA-14) State
Office of Public Affairs
US.EPA Region §
230 South Dearborn Street Zie Phone

Chicago, IRinois 60604
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REPLY TO ATTENTION OF:
November 6, 1989

Dear Resident:

It has come to my attention that the September 1989 fact sheet concerning the
NL/Taracorp Superfund site contained three typographical errors. On page 3,
under the heading "Standards and Guidelines for Lead,” the National Ambient Air
Quality Standard for lead should have read 1.5 ug/m3. Under that same heading,
the proposed U.S. EPA standard for drinking water should have read 5 ug/l. On
page 4, in Figure 3: Eagle Park Acres Remote Fill Area Locations, the legend for
the shaded area should have read "Lead Study Areas." These changes clarify the
information presented in the fact sheet.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 886-4742.

Sincerely,

Tred

Brad Bradley
Remedial Project Manager



Janet D. Smith
Associate General Counset be. : I}
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EMEDIAL & ENFORCEMENT
? RESPONSE BRANCH
October 28, 1988

NL

Mr. Steve Frederick

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
230 South Dearborn Street

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Re: Granite City, Illinois

Remedial Investigation Report

Dear Mr. Frederick:

I am writing to bring your attention to a problem respecting
the actions of your office in connection with the October 12,
1988 information session on the above-referenced report, and
subsequent press releases. First, with respect ¢to the
information session, NL Industries, Inc., the company who is
responsible for preparing the Remedial Investigation ("RI")
report pursuant to U.S. EPA's administrative consent order, did
not have official notice of the date of the information session
or of the information to be presented at the session,
specifically, the contents of the fact sheet.

With respect to the fact sheet, NL objects to the apparent
emphasis placed on the 300 ppm level for lead-in-soil. The fact
sheet, by proclaiming the 300 ppm level as a "Federal" agency
standard, left the public and the media with the impression that
it was the level favored by the U.S. EPA.

NL had never even reviewed the document ascribed to ATSDR
in the fact sheet. Indeed, when NL asked its EPA contact for the
ATSDR report, he had no copy of it. The RI report did refer to a
1985 CDC document discussing a 500-1000 ppm lead-in-soil level.
Taking into account the CDC level, the risk assessment in the RI
report nonetheless recommended a 1510 ppm level for lead-in-
soil. This level was not even mentioned in the fact sheet.

JDS8:239

NL Industries, Inc.

Office of General Counsel

445 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10022 Tel. (212) 421-7200/7204
Telecopier (212) 421-7209
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Mr. Steve Frederick
october 28, 1988
Page 2.

Thus, the fact sheet was not consistent with the RI report in
three significant respects: (1) it made no reference to the RI's
recommended level of 1510 ppm; (2) it did not mention the cDC
report referenced in the RI report; and (3) it called attention
to an ATSDR report not cited in the RI report.

The difficulties inherent in these inconsistencies were
compounded by NL‘s lack of notice of the information session and
of the fact sheet. Lacking any advance notice of the information
session and the contents of the fact sheet, NL was placed in the
awkward and embarrassing position of having to field questions
from television reporters and other journalists about what was
perceived as a 300 ppm standard for lead-in-soil. This
unfortunate situation could have been avoided by affording NL
advance notice of the contents of the fact sheet and of the
scheduling of the information session.

: The problem of inadequate communication between EPA and NL
continues. Recently, we received a newsclipping referencing a
500 to 1000 ppm level for lead-in-soil, and containing a diagram
depicting an area surrounding the Granite City smelter as a
"danger area." This article illustrates, we think, the potential
misleading effect of the public dissemination of incomplete
information.

Finally, you should be aware that the purpose of the risk
assessment contained in the remedial investigation report is to
investigate and establish level for lead-in-soil. There is no
"standard."

In conclusion, we have heard that EPA is planning to mail
to residents in the vicinity of the Granite City smelter an
information sheet. In 1light of the history of confusing
communications disseminated to these people, NL believes that it
should be afforded the opportunity to comment on this and any

future mailings.
Respectfully submitted,

we 974«,47“

net D. Smith
JDS:ml

c: Regional Administrator
Roger Grimes, Esq.

JDS8:239
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JACOBS

TES IV

COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN

FOR
NL/TARACORP SUPERFUND SITE
GRANITE CITY, IL

COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUPPORT
U.S. EPA REGION §

| E JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP INC.
S| ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS DIVISION

IN ASSOCIATION WITH:
TETRA TECH
METCALF & EDDY
ICAIR LIFE SYSTEMS
KELLOGG CORPORATION
GEO/RESOURCE CONSULTANTS
BATTELLE PACIFIC NORTHWEST LABORATORIES
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATES



U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
TECHNICAL ENFORCEMENT SUPPORT
AT
HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES

TES 1V
CONTRACT NO. 68-01-7351
WORK ASSIGNMENT NO. C05042

COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN
FOR
NL/TARACORP SUPERFUND SITE
GRANITE CITY, IL

COMMUNITY RELATIONS SUPPORT
U.S. EPA REGION §

JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP INC.
PROJECT NO. 05-B964-00
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This community relations plan identifies community concerns regarding the
NL/Taracorp Superfund site in Granite City, Hlinois. It also describes proposed
community relations activities to be conducted during the remedial
investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS) at the site. Taracorp Inc., the current site
owner, and NL Industries have been identified as the potentially responsible
parties (PRPs), and will conduct the RI/FS under the supervision and guidelines of
the U.S Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA). This plan has been prepared by U.S.
EPA to provide a community relations program tailored to the particular needs of

the community affected by the site.

The purpose of the community relations program is to enhance communication
between the community of Granite City and U.S. EPA. Proposed community
relations activities are designed to keep the public informed of the progress of site
work and provide an opportunity for the community to participate in the
Superfund remedial process. This plan will be revised as remedial activities at the

site move toward completion and community concerns are reassessed.

Information presented in this document was obtained from US. EPA, the Illinois

Department of Public Health, IEPA, and interviews conducted with local officials
and residents in October 1988. Other sources of site information include federal,
state and local government files, Bureau of Census, Chamber of Commerce, and

information from various community-based organizations.



This community relations plan consists of the following sections:

0 A description and brief history of the site.

o A community profile, including a history of community involvement with
the site.

0 A discussion of major site-related issues and concerns summarized by topic.

o Objectives for the community relations program and activities specifically

designed to carry out these goals.
Several appendices, including a mailing list of interested parties and organizations,
a list of suggested locations for public meetings and information repositories, and a

glossary of acronyms and technical terms are included in this document.

1.1 The Superfund Process

In 1980, the United States Congress enacted the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA, also called Superfund).
CERCLA authorizes U.S. EPA to investigate and respond to releases of hazardous
substances that may endanger public health and welfare, and the environment.
The 1980 law also established a $1.6 billion fund to pay for the investigation and
cleanup of sites where parties responsible for the releases are unable or unwilling
to address contamination problems. Congress amended and reauthorized the
Superfund law as the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) in

October 1986, increasing the size of the fund to about $8.5 billion.

After it is initially discovered, a potential site is inspected, usually by a state
agency. The state, U.S. EPA, or a US. EPA contractor then evaluates the site using

a scoring system called the hazard ranking system (HRS), which takes into account:



o Possible health risks to the population;

o Potential hazards (c.g., from direct contact, inhalation, fire, or explosion)
created by the substances at the site:

o Potential for the substances at the site to contaminate the air or drinking
water supplies; and

0 Potential for the substances at the site to pollute or harm the environment.
If the HRS score indicates that potential site contamination problems are serious,
the site is included on U.S. EPA National Priorities List (NPL), a national roster of
uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites. Sites proposed for or placed on

the NPL are eligible for investigation and cleanup under the Superfund program.

After a site is proposed for placement or placed on the NPL, a remedial
investigation and feasibility study (RI/FS) is planned and conducted. The
remedial investigation (RI) identifies the type of contaminants present at and near
the site, assesses the degree of contamination, and characterizes potential risks to
the community and the environment. The feasibility study (FS) evaluates several
alternative remedies for problems at the site. Upon completion of the FS, a 30-day
public comment period is held, after which a specific long-term action, also called
a remedial action, is chosen and designed. Once these planning activities are

finished, the actual cleanup begins.

If one or more potentially responsible parties (PRPs) are found and agree to

cooperate, the PRPs may then conduct the RI/FS under U.S. EPA supervision. If
no PRP is found, or a PRP does not agree to conduct the RI/FS, the investigation
is conducted by US. EPA. U.S. EPA may, through legal action, later recover costs

from PRPs.



The time needed to complete each step in the remedial process is different for
every site. In general, an RI/FS may take from one to two years to complete,
Designing the long-term action may require as many as six months, if so indicated
by the FS. The final long-term action typically requires an additional one to two
years, although treatment of contaminated ground water, if needed, may take
decades. If the site poses an immediate threat to public health or the environment
at any time during the remedial process, U.S. EPA will intervene with an

emergency response action.

2.0 SITE BACKGROUND

The NL/Taracorp site is located at 16th Street and Cleveland Boulevard in Granite
City, Illinois, six miles north of the St. Louis Gateway Arch (Figure 1). The site is
a triangular 15.8-acre parcel which contains a 3 1/2-acre slag piles located along
the southeastern border. A blast furnace, a refining area, and a metal fabrication

operations facility are situated near the slag pile (Figure 2).

Granite City draws its drinking water from the Mississippi River. Chain of Rocks
Canal, located approximately 1 1/4 miles west of the site, is the closest body of

surface water. The canal flows into the Mississippi River.

The NL/Taracorp has been active in metal refining, fabricating, and related
activities since around the turn of the century. The facility, originally known as
Hoyt Metal, became United Lead in 1903, and was purchased by NL Industries in

1928. NL operated the site until 1979 when Taracorp Inc., the current owner,

purchased it.
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Taracorp Inc. presently operates a metal refining and fabricating facility in one
part of the complex. In another section, St. Louis Lead Recyclers reclaimed lead,

plastic and other materials from the slag pile from 1980 until 1983.

Prior to 1905 through 1983, the site was used for secondary lead smelting. The
smelter was used in the reprocessing of lead-bearing scrap, used batteries, and
telephone cable sheathing. Solid wastes generated from the manufacturing process
were stored in the slag pile located on this property. Wastes included blast furnace
slag, battery cases, dust, and drummed materials. The slag pile contains
approximately 250,000 tons of solid waste. In addition, a separate 6,000 ton pile of
hard rubber, contaminated with lead, is located on the property. Taracorp Inc.
shut down the secondary lead smelter in 1983, Current production at the site is

limited to lead alloying and fabricating use for manufacturing.

The TEPA began statewide monitoring of air quality for lead levels in mid-1978.
From 1978 to late-1981, one or more of three Granite City air quality monitors
recorded lead levels which exceeded the Federal standard. During this period,
Granite City lead levels were declining. However, in July 1981, Granite City’s air
quality problems resulted in the designation of the Granite City area as a non-
attainment site. Designation as a non-attainment site required the state to develop
a plan to comply with US. EPA air quality standards for lead in Granite City.
During the last three months of 1981, the air quality monitor at 15th and Madison
in Granite City registered the highest recorded quarterly average lead level in

Illinois.



IEPA began an investigation of the site in mid-1982. In the April 1983 report,
IEPA disclosed that the Taracorp facility was the primary source of the lead
contamination in the air and soil. IEPA also found that Granite City’s drinking
water did not contain any lead contamination. The results of IEPA’s samples of
ground water were inconclusive. Blood tests of area residents found lead levels
comparable to those of residents in Illinois cities. Similar blood test results had

been reported by the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) in 1976 and

1979.

The investigation determined that lead contaminated air and soil conditions exist
at and near the site. This judgment led to IEPA’s denying Taracorp Inc.
permission to operate the secondary lead smelter at the site. IEPA also sought
agreements with Taracorp Inc., St. Louis Lead Recyclers and surrounding
businesses to limit lead-contaminated dust and water from leaving the site, and
near-by properties which contain soil contaminated by lead. Further, IEPA
recommended that children age six and younger be advised not to eat outdoors or

play in dirt if they lived within a half mile of the Taracorp Inc. facility.

The Taracorp Inc. facility was proposed for placement on the Nétional Priorities
List (NPL) in December 1982. Sites proposed for or listed on the NPL, a federal
roster of uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites, are eligible for cleanup
under Superfund. Shortly after the site was placed on the NPL, Taracorp Inc. filed

for bankruptcy.



NL Industries, the former site owner, and Taracorp Inc. entered into a legal
agreement with the U.S. EPA and IEPA in March, 1985. The agreement, called a
consent order, required NL Industries to conduct a remedial investigation and
feasibility study (RI/FS) of the site. The scope of the study includes the

NL/Taracorp property and the surrounding air, water, and soil.

3.0 COMMUNITY PROFILE
Granite City, Madison County, Illinois was incorporated on March 9, 1896. Granite
City, with a 1986 population of about 35,500, is the largest community in a four-

city area, which includes Madison, Venice, and Pontoon Beach.

Granite City is an industrial community, and its commitment to industry is
reflected in the city’s slogan - "We are the Industrial Magnet of the West.,” In fact,
the name Granite City was chosen in 1896 to commemorate the principle product

of the Granite City Steel Plant.

The Granite City Division of National Steel, with 3,500 employees, is the major
employer in the area. Some residents estimate that up to half of the jobs in the
city are dependant on the plant or related companies. One resid‘ent characterized
the plant as the bread and butter of the town. Other major employers include A.O.
Smith Corporation, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc., Nestle Food Corporation, and

Nesco Steel Barrel Corporation.



Granite City is recovering from a number of major plant closings in that took
place the 1970s and 1980s. Unemployment peaked in 1982 at approximately 20%.
The loss of jobs was accompanied by a loss of over 4,500 residents from 1970 to
1986. Granite City is aggressively seeking residential real estate developments and

commercial businesses to diversify its economy and revive its downtown.

Granite City has an elected mayor and a fourteen member city council. There are
four Granite City representatives on the twenty-nine member Madison County

Board. Residents describe the city as highly political.

There is a residential neighborhood north of the NL/Taracorp site. This area is
composed of seniors, low income households, and renters who are unlikely to attend
meetings or become involved in civic issues. However, participation by civic

political and business leaders in meetings concerning the site is likely.

Media

Town residents read the Granite Citv Record Journal and the St. Louis Post
Dispatch. The Record Journal is distributed on Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday.
St. Louis, Missouri dominates radio and television in the area. Six television and

four major radio stations are received in Granite City.

The slag pile has been present in the community for so many years, and residents
have had access to it for so long, that many find it difficult to view the slag pile
as a potential health hazard. Residents spoke of playing on the slag pile, using

battery casings for alley fill, or of knowing someone who lived near or worked at

the site. Many residents stated no one has become ill because of the site, although



it has been there for over 80 years. One said that if the site is a hazard, U.S. EPA
should clean it up, but to residents of Granite City it was just another of the city's

many slag piles.

Interest in the site peaked in 1983 when the IEPA released an investigation of air,
soil and ground-water contamination attributed to the site and the risk to public
health posed by the contaminants. The release of the report received extensive
coverage in the Granite City Record Journal and the St. Louis Post Dispatch. No
community-based environmental organizations have been identified and existing

civic and social groups have shown little interest in the site.

4.0 ISSUES AND CONCERNS

During the early stages of the remedial process, interest in the NL/Taracorp site
has been low and primarily limited to city officials and civic and business leaders.
Few residents interviewed by U.S. EPA knew that NL/Taracorp site was a
Superfund site. Some believed that community interest would grow if a public
health hazard is established, or if the RI/FS or cleanup is perceived to be harmful

to the city’s image or economic development efforts.

The following is a list of community concerns identified during interviews

conducted October 12-13, 1988 in Granite City and surrounding communities.

Communications

Concern was expressed about the periodic nature of government activities at
the site and communications with the community by state and federal
agencies. One official summarized this feeling best when he said that it

seems like every two years government officials arrive in Granite City to



make an announcement about the site and then they disappear. Local
officials then must deal with the aftermath of each visit and the community

remains in the dark for extended periods concerning progress.

Economic Development

Granite City has an economic development campaign underway. Plans
include the construction of office and retail complexes, infrastructure
improvements, and rchabilitation of storefronts. The focus of the city’s
efforts are on the downtown area, much of which is within a half mile of the

NL/Taracorp site.

City officials and arca business owners are concerned that publicity
concerning the site may frighten away potential investors. Moreover, there is
concern that the cleanup may increase the cost of construction and thereby

limit the attractiveness of the downtown locations.

The City's Im

Granite City is an industrial community. Several residents mentioned that it
is known as a "dirty” city, locally and statewide. They said that in reality
Granite City is a nice community with good people. They feel that the
Superfund process may unfairly reinforce the negative image of the city.
They also are concerned that the site will become sensationalized, thereby

creating anxiety within the community.
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Knowled ! Soil C o
Residents of the neighborhood adjoining the NL/Taracorp site expressed
concern that they did not know about the lead contaminated soil problem.
Most of those interviewed had moved into thé neighborhood after 1983.
Those who indicated that they were familiar with the problem lacked

specific knowledge regarding the hazards and methods to limit exposure to

lead contaminated soil.

w Pr
Concern was expressed that cleanup of contaminated soil and the slag pile
could lead to increased exposure of neighborhood residents to lead

contaminated dust.

5.0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

To prepare for the RI/FS, a set of community relations objectives and activities
have been developed. The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of
1986 (SARA) requires U.S. EPA to undertake activities which encourage public
participation and keep local residents and officials informed about remedial
activities conducted at the site. To be most effective, a community relations
program should be tailored to the level of community concern, the community’s

need for information, and the willingness to participate in the remedial process.
5.1 Community Relations Objectives

The following objectives have developed as a guideline for the implementation of

community relations activities:

11



oProvide the community with information about the site and Superfund
Granite City residents and local officials are interested in receiving periodic

updates on the site activities and on the Superfund process. Illinois

Department of Public Health officials have expressed anA in‘tcrcst in
notification of site activities which may increase public interest in blood
tests for lead contamination. City officials and civic and business leaders are
interested in information regarding the feasibility study and other
information which may reflect on the city's image or economic development

plans.

oInform residents in the neighborhoods affected by the site

The residents around the site and near lead contaminated fill areas are
generally unaware of the potential risk to children 6-years-old and younger
posed by contaminated soil. A special effort should be made to inform
residents regarding the potential risk, and measures which can be taken to

limit it.

olnform the community about the remedial process

The community is generally receptive to the presence of UlS. EPA in
resolving problems at the NL/Taracorp site. However, the community is also
very sensitive about potentially negative affects of the Superfund process on
Granite City's image and economic development plans. Emphasis should be
given to presenting the risks posed by the site within the perspective of other

sites, and explaining the potential impact of the cleanup on Granite City.

12



oEstablish and maintaln a communication link with area residents and
officlals

The community interviews have established communication between area
residents and local officials, and U.S. EPA. A contact person for the site has
been designated by US. EPA. Access to a contact person reduces the
frustration that may accompany trying to obtain information and

communicate with the several agencies and organizations involved in the

RI/FS.

oEvaluate the effectiveness of community relations programming
As the remedial process progresses, it will be worthwhile to evaluate the
effectiveness of the community relations activities in communicating

information to residents and encouraging citizen participation.

5.2 Community Relations Activities

The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA) requires

certain community relations activities be conducted during the remedial process.
During the remedial process at the NL/Taracorp site, Region § of U.S. EPA will

undertake the following activities:

Meet with Local Officials and Residents

Local and county officials and residents have indicated that they want to be
kept informed about significant activities at the NL/Taracorp site. US. EPA
meetings with these officials and residents should be held at various key
times throughout the remedial process, when requested by the interested

parties.

13



Press Releases

Prepared statements will be released to local newspapers, radio and television
stations to announce the discovery of any significant findings at the site
during the remedial investigation and feasibility study, and to notify the
community of any public meetings or public comment periods. Additional
press releases are advisable at the completion of the draft feasibility study
report and prior to initiation of the cleanup action to encourage public
awareness of the site. The press releases will be mailed to the media list in

Appendix A.

Information Repository

A repository is an information file or notebook which contains information
about Superfund and a series of site-related documents, including consent
orders, work plans, reports and copies of applicable laws. The establishment
of an information repository provides for public access to site related
information, which is required under SARA. One repository for the
NL/Taracorp site has been established by US. EPA. The location is listed in

Appendix B of this CRP.

Fact Sheets

Fact sheets, developed to coincide with particular milestones during the
remedial process, are intended to provide the community with detailed
information about the site, written in non-technical language. A fact sheet
will be prepared 1o explain the findings of the remedial investigations and
feasibility study, and to outline each of the remedial alternatives being
considered for cleanup of the NL/Taracorp site. A detailed description of

the U.S. EPA recommended remedial alternative also will be provided in this

14



fact sheet. An additional fact sheet may be issued to describe the remedial

design (RD) and remedial action (RA) phases to be implemented at the site.

Update Reports

A series of update reports will be issued by U.S. EPA whenever new or
pertinent information is available for the NL/Taracorp site. The updates
will be produced and distributed periodically during the Superfund process as

deemed necessary by the US. EPA,

Publish Notices

Before adoption of any plan for remedial action is undertaken, SARA
requires that a notice and brief synopsis of the proposed plan must be
published in a major local newspaper of general circulation, such as the
Granite City Record Journal. A notice which explains the final remedial
action plan adopted by U.S. EPA will be published and the plan will be made
available to the public before commencement of any remedial action. Notices
or advertisements will also be published to announce all public meetings

sponsored by US. EPA.

Public Comment Period

SARA requires that a minimum 21-day public comment period be held after
completion of the feasibility study (FS) and selection of the remedial
alternative by US. EPA. Region 5 generally provides a minimum 30-day
comment period. The purpose of the comment period is to enable all
interested parties, including local officials, residents, groups, and PRPs to
provide input regarding the selected alternative and to participate in the

final decision making process. The comment period will be announced by an

15



advertisement published in local newspapers. A press release announcing the
comment period for NL/Taracorp will also be sent to local media. US. EPA
will directly contact interested parties on the mailing list contained in

Appendix A of this CRP. Community input during this period will be

encouraged.

Public Meetings

SARA requires an opportunity for a public meeting during the public
comment period. The public meeting provides an opportunity for US. EPA to
directly address citizens® questions and comments, and to discuss the
recommended remedial alternative(s). Public meetings or availability sessions
also will be held at other times during the remedial process, such as at the
start of the field work phase of the RI/FS, and at the conclusion of the
remedial investigation. The U.S. EPA community relations coordinator and
the US. EPA remedial project manager will conduct these meetings. The
meeting time and place will be coordinated with local officials. Planning for
public meetings should remain flexible to account for fluctuations in public

interest.

Public Meeting Transcript
A verbatim transcript will be taken from the public meeting held during the
public comment period on the US. EPA recommended alternative. U.S. EPA

will place copies of this transcript in the information repository for the site.

16



Responsiveness Summary

All comments received during the public comment period will be addressed in
a document called a responsiveness summary. This report is required by
SAR:-as part of the Record of l;ccision-(ROD). The ROD is a formal

document which details the process by which the final cleanup alternative

was chosen.

Revise Community Relations Plan

After the ROD has been signed by U.S. EPA, the CRP will be revised to take
into account changing concerns of the community. The revised CRP will
update and verify the information contained in this plan, evaluate the
community relations program to date, and develop community relations

activities appropriate for the cleanup phase of the project.

Program Evaluation

At key milestones during the remedial process, U.S. EPA Region 5 will
evaluate the effectiveness of the community relations program for the
NL/Taracorp site. These milestones may include completion of the RI and
after the comment period on the proposed plan. Surveys, ducstionnaircs, or
other evaluation tools will be designed to assess the effectiveness of public
meetings, fact sheets and other activities in conveying information and

encouraging citizen participation.
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A AN avas

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE FOR
NL/TARACORP SITE
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS

CONSENT INITIATE COMPLETE INITIATE COMPLETE INITIATE
ORDER RI RI FS FS/ROD RD/RA
\CTIVITIES
>ublic Comment Period X
>ublished Notices X X X
Public Meetings X X X
Public Meeting X
Transcript
Responsiveness X
Summary X
Information X = = = @ == = === = = = = = - ongoing - = - = = = = = - - - - X
Respositories ‘
Community Relations X X
Plan (Revise)
Communication with X = === == =-===-- AS Needed - = = ~ = = = - - - X
Local Officials
and Residents
Update Reports X === ========- As Needed - = = ~ - = - = = X
Fact Sheets X X X X
Press Releases X X X X X

RI/FS = Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study
RD/RA = Remedial Design/Remedial Action
ROD = Record of Decision



APPENDIX A

LIST OF CONTACTS AND INTERESTED PARTIES

A. FEDERAL ELECTED OFFICIALS
The Honorable Paul Simon, Senator (D)

Washington, D.C. Office (202) 224-2152
462 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

District Office (312) 353-45952
230 South Dearborn, Suite 3892
Chicago, IL 60604

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon, Senator (D)

Washington, D.C. Office (202) 224-2854
316 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

District Office (312) 353-5420
230 S. Dearborn, Suite 3996
Chicago, IL 60604

The Honorable Jerry F. Costello, Representative (D)

Washington, D.C. (202) 225-5611
2110 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Distrj i
629 Garden Blvd.
Belleville, IL 62220

B. STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS

The Honorable James R. Thompson, Governor (R)

State Office (217) 782-6832
State Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706

Local Office (312) 917-2121
State of Illinois Center
Chicago, IL 60601



Senator Sam M. Vadalabene
56th Legislative District (D)
121B State House
Springfield, IL 62706

Representative Sam W. Wolf (D)
111th House District

1506 Johnson Road

Granite City, IL 62040

C. LOCAL OFFICIALS
Evelyn Bowles

County Clerk

322 Thomas Terrace

Edwardsville, IL 62025

Dorothy Hummell

Madison County Community Development

130 Hillsboro
Edwardsville, IL 62025

Von Dee Cruse

Mayor, Granite City
2000 Edison Avenue
Granite City, IL 62040

Robert Stevens

City Clerk, Granite City
2000 Edison Avenue
Granite City, IL 62040

(618) 656-1204

(618) 877-2345

(618) 692-6240

(618) 692-6200

(618) 452-6214

(618) 452-6200

rm

Granite City, IL 62040

WARD 1 Everett Morlen
2666 E. 24th

WARD 2 James Miller

2608 Cleveland Blvd.

WARD 3 Paul Fisk
2523 E. 25th Street

WARD 4 Sharon Perjak
3228 Carlson Ave.

WARD 5§ Ralph Astorian
1716 Maple Street

Casmer Skubish
2701 Lincoln Ave.

Fred Schuman, Jr.
2609 Edison Ave.

Brett Hanke
2145 Cleveland Blvd.

Dan Partney
2207 Dewey Ave.

Lloyd H. Bailey
2897 Roosevelt Ave.



WARD 6 Walter Milton
3214 Wabash

WARD 7 Emerald Dawes
2036 Pontoon Road

Madison County Board Members

Morris W. Miles
118 Kinder Lane
Granite City, IL 62040

Frank Lamb
1535 Cottage
Granite City, IL 62040

Nelson Hagnauer
2708 Saratoga
Granite City, IL 62040

Herbert "Junior” Milton
2319 Washington Avenue
Granite City, IL 62040

Frank Dutko
1808 Fifth Street
Madison, IL 62060

Donald C. Rea
4237 Marigold Drive
Granite City, IL 62040

Donald Garrett
401 Second Street
Madison, IL 62060

John N. Bellcoff
Mayor

1529 3rd Street
Madison, IL 62060

William "Bill* Weidner, Clerk
1611 3rd Street
Madison, IL 62060

Judy Whitaker
3272 Kilarney

Jeff Worthen
3318 Franklin Ave.

Madison Citv Officials

(618) 931-0072

(618) 876-1436

(618) 692-6200

(618) 877-3649

(618) 451-1715

(618) 931-2577

(618) 452-5579

(618) 451-4838

(618) 876-6268



Tyrone Echols
Mayor of Venice
321 Weaver
Madison, IL 62060

Charles Haynes

Alderman, Ward 4

1300 Klein Street, Apt. F603
Venice, IL 62090

D. FEDERAL OFFICIALS

MaryAnne Croce

Community Relations Coordinator
US. EPA

230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Brad Bradley

Remedial Project Manager
US. EPA

230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Roger Grimes

Office of Regional Council
U.S. EPA

230 South Dearborn Strect
Chicago, IL 60604

E. STATE OFFICIALS

Keri Luly

Community Relations Coordinator
IEPA

2200 Churchill Road

P.O. Box 19276

Springfield, IL 62794-9276

Ken Miller

Project Manager

Federal Sites Management
IEPA

2200 Churchill Road

P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, IL 62974-9276

®ig) s112H L

(312) 353-3207

(312) 886-4742

(312) 886-6675

(217) 785-5562

(217) 782-6760



F. CITIZENS ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER REPRESENTED GROUPS

R.C. Bush

Executive Vice President
Chamber of Commerce
1831 Delmar - - - - .
Granite City, IL 62040

Don Adams

President, Rotary Club

c¢/o Granite City Glass & Fence Co.
1746 Edison Avenue

Granite City, IL 62060

Bill Swanson

General Manager

Granite City Steel
National Steel Corporation
20th and State

Granite City, IL 62060
Attn: Ben Johannpeter

Richard Kearns

President, Delivery Network
1603 State Street

Granite City, IL 62060

Downtown Neighborhood Restoration
Society

2158 Delmar Avenue

Granite City, IL 62040

G. MEDIA

Newspapers

ALTON TELEGRAPH
ATTN: Editorial
111 E. Broadway
Alton, IL 62002

AARP NEWS BULLETIN
ATTN: Mr. Joe Dooley
1909 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20049

BELLEVILLE NEWS DEMOCRAT
ATTN: Gary Dotson

P.O. Box 427

Belleville, IL 62222

(618) 876-6400

(618) 877-5400

(618) 451-3456

(618) 452-2611

(618) 452-2611



COLLINGSVILLE HERALD
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APPENDIX B
LOCATIONS OF INFORMATION REPOSITORY AND PUBLIC MEETING
INFORMATION REPOSITORY LOCATION

Robert Stack (618) 452-6214
Granite City Public Library

2001 Delmar Avenue

Granite City, IL 62040

PUBLIC MEETING LOCATIONS

Granite City Hall (618) 452-6238
Mayor’s Conference Room

2000 Edison Avenue

Granite City, IL 62040

Capacity: 25
Contact: Debra Sprankle



APPENDIX C
List of Acronyms and Glossary Terms

ACRONYMS

CERCLA - Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980

CRP - Community Relations Plan
FS - Feasibility Study

HRS - Hazard Ranking System
NPL - National Priorities List
ppm/ppb - parts per million/parts per billion
PRP - Potentially Responsible Party
ROD - Record of Decision

RA - Remedial Action

RD - Remedial Design

RI - Remedial Investigation

RPM - Remedial Project Manager

SARA - Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986



GLOSSARY

Community Relations Plan (CRP) - The CRP outlines specific community relations
activities that occur during the remedial response at a site. The CRP outlines how
the US. EPA will keep the public informed of work at the site and the ways in
which citizens can review and comment on decisions that may affect the final
actions at the site. This document is available in the US. EPA information
repository (See Appendix B).

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) - A Federal law passed in 1980 and modified in 1986 by the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA). The Act created a special tax that
goes into a trust fund, commonly known as Superfund, to investigate and clean up
hazardous waste sites. Under the program U.S. EPA can cither

o Pay for site cleanup when parties responsible for the contamination cannot
be located or are unwilling to or unable to perform the work; or

o Take legal action to force parties responsible for site contamination to pay
for or to perform the work.

Consent Decree (CD) - A legal document, approved and issued by a judge, that
formalizes an agreement reached between U.S. EPA and potentially responsible
parties (PRPs) where PRPs will perform all or part of a Superfund site cleanup.
The consent decree describes actions that PRPs are required to perform and is
subject to public comment period.

Hazard Ranking System (HRS) - Used by U.S. EPA to decide whether a site should
be placed on the National Priorities List (NPL). The score a site receives from the
HRS compares the relative hazards for different sites, taking into account the
impact the site has on ground water, surface water, and air, as well as the number
of people potentially affected by the contamination. Sites receiving a score of 28.5
or greater are proposed for the NPL.

Heavy Metals - A group of metals, including lead, chromium, cadmium, and cobalt.
These can be highly toxic at relatively low concentrations.

National Priorities List (NPL) - U.S. EPA’s list of the top priority hazardous waste
sites in the country that are eligible for federal cleanup money under Superfund.

Public Comment Perlod - A time period during which the public can review and
comment on various documents and U.S. EPA proposes to add sites to the National
Priorities List. Also, a minimum 30-day comment period is held to allow citizens
to review and comment on a draft feasibility study.

Remedial Action (RA) - Response actions that stop or substantially reduce a release
or threat of a release of hazardous substances that are serious but not an
immediate threat to public health,

Remedial Alternative - A method or combination of methods designed to protect
public health, welfare and the environment over the long term, from releases of
hazardous substances at Superfund site. Remedial alternatives are usually
activities or a combination of technologies that contain, remove, or destroy most of
the contaminants in the air, water, soil and/or ground water at a Superfund site.



Remedial Design (RD) - A phase of the remedial action that follows the remedial
investigation/feasibility study and includes the development of engineering
drawings and specifications for a site cleanup.

Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) - A Remedial Investigation (RI)
cxamines the nature and extent of contamination problems at a site. THe
Feasibility Study (FS) evaluates different remedial alternatives for site cleanup
and recommends the most cost effective alternative.

Slag - Waste by-products which result from the smelting of metallic ore or objects
containing metal.

Superfund - The commonly used term that describes the federal legislation
authorizing U.S. EPA to investigate and respond to the release or threatened release
of hazardous substances into the environment. Also known as CERCLA
(Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act),
Superfund was reauthorized as SARA - Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act in 1986.

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) - Modifications to
CERCLA enacted on October 17, 1986.
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This Fact Sheet Will Give
You ...

o The History of the NL/Taracorp
site.

@ The results of the NL/Taracorp
polliution study.

'How the study was conducted.
» ..0ow to get more information.

@ What the next step will be at the
site.
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..fformation Repository

Information repositories
contain laws, work plans,
community relations plans,
and other documents relevant
to the investigation and
cleanup of Superfund sites.
Anyone who would like
additional information about
the NL/Taracorp Superfund
site is encouraged to consult
the various documents
available at the information
repository. For more
information contact:

Robert Stack

Granite City Pubilic Library

2001 Delmare Avenue
Granite City, IL 62040

United States
Environmental Protection
Agency

Region 5

Office of Public Affairs

230 South Dearborn Street

Wlinois Indiana
Michigan Minnesota
Ohio Wisconsin

Chicago, lllinois 60604

T wmr g W

Lead Study Complete
NL/Taracorp Superfund Site

Granite City, lllinois

September 1989

Figure 1
Site Location Map

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) recently finalized
a report on an extensive study of
contamination, called a remedial
investigation (RI), at the
NL/Taracorp Superfund site in
Granite City, Illinois . The report
specifically addresses the type and
amount of lead heavy metal
pollution found as the NL/Taracorp
site and in the surrounding areas. NL
Industries, former owner of the site,
conducted the RI from January 1987
to September 1988 under the
supervision of U.S. EPA and Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA). (Words appearing in bold
are defined in the glossary).

A risk assessment was conducted in
conjunction with the RI to determin ’
if the site may be endangering human
health and the environment. The
report concluded that there was no
unacceptable health risk from lead or
other pollutants found on site or in
the surrounding areas.

U.S. EPA and [EPA, however,
disagree with this conclusion. A
number of cleanup options for the
site are being considered in an
additional investigation called a
feasibility study (FS).



History of Pollution

The Taracorp site is located at 16th Street
and Cleveland Boulevard in Granite City.
and occupies 15.8 acres. including a 3.5
acre slag storage area. Operations at the
site have included metal refining.
tabricating, and related activities since the
tum of the century. The facility began
operation as Hoyt Metal in 1903. It was
later sold. and became United Lead. NL
Industries purchased United Lead in 1928
and operated the facility until 1979 when it
was purchased by Taracorp Inc. Taracorp
Inc. currently operates a metal fabrication
facility at the site.

Lead pollution in the area is believed to be
partially a result of lead smelting
conducted at the site from approximately
1905 until 1983. The smelter was used for
purifying and reprocessing lead-containing
~ ~n, used batteries and cable sheathing.
~._ 4 wastes generated from this process
included blast furnace slag, battery cases,
and dust from the smelter’s smoke stack.
These wastes were stored on-site in waste
piles. The largest pile (Taracorp pile)
contains approximately 250,000 tons of
lead-containing solid wastes.

Another storage area of waste piles is
located at the St. Louis Lead Recyclers
(SLLR) which is directly south of and
adjacent to the Taracorp Inc. property. The
wastes at SLLR were a result of recycling
the original waste piles. The largest of the
SLLR piles (SLLR pile) contains 6000 tons
of lead contaminated rubber. A third

iion of contamination attributed to the
site is the remote fill areas of Venice and
Eagle Park Acres where lead-containing
battery case pieces were allegedly used for
fill and alley paving material (Figure 2 and
3).

The IEPA began monitoring air quality for
lead on a state-wide basis in mid-1978.
Eighty-five percent of the air samples from
+ -ee Granite City air quality monitors

the _h were analyzed between 1978 and
f"nh" ad lead levels exceeding federal
standiuas. In July 1981. the State of
[llinois was required by U.S. EPA to
develop a plan *o control and maintain
federal air quality :tandards for lead in
Granite City. An intensive investigation of
the Taracorp Inc. facility by IEPA in mid-
1982 found that Taracorp Inc. operations
were the primary source of lead pollution
detected in area air and soil. Following the

1982 investigation the State of Illinois
denied an application for renewal of
Taracorp’s permit to operate the smelter.
Taracorp Inc. filed for bankruptcy in
December 1982, shortly after the site was
proposed for the National Priorities List
(NPL).

NL Industries, former owners of the
facility. entered into a legal agreement with
U.S. EPA and IEPA in March 1985. The
agreement. called a consent order.
requires the company to conduct an Rl and
FS. The RI included the Taracorp Inc.
property. the waste piles at SLLR, the
remote fill areas of Venice and Eagle Park
Acres. and the surrounding air, water and
soil.

Pollution Investigation

The purpose of the remedial investigation
was to determine the nature and extent of
contamination at the NL/Taracorp
Superfund site. The investigation aiso
proposed a set of possible cleamup options
to be examined during the feasibility study.

Field activities included sampling air, on-
site and off-site surface soils, waste
materials from the Taracorp pile and SLLR
pile, surface water, and ground water.
Two test pits were excavated in the
Taracorp pile to provide information on the
inner composition of the pile itseif. All the
samples collected were analyzed for the
presence of heavy metals and other
chemicals. The results of the sample
analyses were used to help determine
potential site cleanup options.

Air

Air quality at and around the site appears to
be within the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS). In 1978, five air
monitors were installed north and east of
the site. The monitors were part of a plan
by the IEPA to study the effect of the
Taracorp Inc. site on area air quality. The
data obtained from these monitors from
1978 to 1986 was

used as part of the

RI to determine

how the site may be

contributing to air-

bom lead pollution.

Since smelting operations were
discontinued at Taracorp Inc., in [983. and
at SLLR in 1984, lead leveis have been

well below the NAAQS. The remedial
investigation also concluded that any lead
emitted into the air from the waste piles or
the Taracorp Inc. plant does not violate air
quahity standards.

Surface Water/Sediments

The Chan of Rocks Canal. which is
located more than one mile west of the site,
is the nearest surface water body. There
appears to be drainage from the Taracorp
Inc. property directly to this canal.

Storm water drains in two directions on-
site, either from the waste piles. or through
the manufacturing

area. Storm water

appears to runoff

the sides of the

Taracorp and SLLR

waste piles and

picks up lead particles on its way. Lead
concentrations in the runoff sampies from
these piles ranged from 3 to 41 part per
million (ppm). After the storm water
combines with the lead. it tends to collect
into puddles on the site. The lead-
contaminated water from these puddles
eventually evaporates into the air. or
migrates into the ground where it has the
potential to contaminate area ground water.

What is a part per million
(ppm)?

In every day terms, one part per
million would be equal to one
second in 11 days, or one facial
tissue in a stack of facial tissues
higher than the Empire State
building. Numerically, a part
per million looks like 0.000001.

Sediment samples were collected in the
same locations as the storm-water runoff
samples. Lead concentrations in the
sediment ranged from 13,640 to 148,600
ppm. The investigation indicated that the
movement of surface water is only limited
to the Taracorp Inc., SLLR. and Tri-Cities
Trucking (TCT) property.

On-site storm water also drains across the
manufacturing area. This entire area is
paved and therefore the storm water flows
directly into the municipal sewer system.
This water was not analyzed for pollutants
as part of the study.

L



Soil

Fifty two on-site and off-site samples were
obtained during the soil investigation.
These samples were analyzed twice for
lead and once for heavy metals.
The off-
site
samples
were
located within one-halt mile of the site and
in the alleyways of the remote till areas.
Soil samples were taken at various depths.
The average lead concentration in off-site
soil samples obtained from zero to three
inches in depth was 1.374 ppm. From
three to six inches in depth the average lead
concentration was 1.058 ppm. One of the
soil samples was further analyzed to
determine if lead could possibly move
through the soil and into the ground water
from the waste piles. The results, based on
that sample. indicated that lead was not
likely to move into the surrounding
environment.

A second test was conducted for lead in
off-site soil. In soils from zero to three
inches deep, the concentrations averaged
3.378 ppm. A health analysis for other
heavy metals indicated that lead was the
primary contaminant of concern at the site.

Two on-site samples were collected and
analyzed for the presence of lead. The
average lead concentration in soil samples
obtained from zero to three inches in depth
was 1.300 ppm and from three 1o six inches
deep was 41,000 ppm.

Soil samples were collected from seven
alley locations in nearby Venice. The lead
concentration results from these samples
ranged from 200 to 128.000 ppm.
Additional sampling in Venice included
analysis of pieces of paving materials and
one soil sample. The lead concentration
for the paving materials ranged from 125 to
7.010 ppm, and lead concentration for the
soil sample was 766 ppm.

In Eagle Park Acres. eight soil samples
were collected at four locations. The
average lead concentration for the initial
soil samples obtained from zero to three
inches in depth was 1130 ppm. and from
three to six inches deep was 1358 ppm.
The amount of lead found in the soil at
Eagle Park Acres during the second
analysis of the samples collected. ranged
from 19 10 2920 ppm.

Figure 3

Eagle Park Acres
Remote Fill

Area Locations
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Risk Assessment

The final phase of the remedial
investigation was an assessment of
potential risks to human health and the
environment which would be posed if no
action were taken to clean up the site.
Earlier phases of the study determined
which pollutants are present. the levels at
which they are present, and where they are
located. Using this information, the risk
assessment examined whether existing or
future contact with the pollutants poses
unacceptable health or environmental risks.

There are four potential pathways in which
people can come in contact with the
pollutants at the NL/Taracorp site: soil. air.
ground water. and surface-water runotf.
Surface water is not a threat because there
is no surface water in close proximity to
the site. Surface-water runoff appears only
contained within the Taracorp Inc.. SLLR.
and TCT properties. As a result. the report
does not consider runoff a nsk to the
general public or environment. Based on
the level of contamination in on-site wells
and the absence of information on ground-
water and drinking-water wells usage.
contact with ground water was also not
considered a risk. according to the report.

The Rl determined that the two ways that
people were the most likely to come into
contact with lead is by ingesting lead-
contaminated soil from unwashed hands or
food. and by breathing in dust that contains
lcad. Once these pathways were identified,
the Risk Assessment report studied what

1

effect. if any. the lead would have on the
public health. The report guotes the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR). stating that “~oul-lead
concentrations in Granite City could cause
an increase in blood-lead concentrations.”
yet concludes that the site does not
represent an unacceptahle risk to public
heatth. This conclusion was partially bused
on a lllinois Department of Pubhc Health
(IDPH) Blood Lead Survey conducted in
1982. The survey indicated that there was
no unacceptable health nsk posed by the
site for the 97 area residents w ho
volunteered to be tested tor hlood icad

The U.S. EPA and IEPA disagree with the
findings of the RI risk assessment and s
conclusion of no unacceptabic risk - Theys
determined that the IDPH Blood Surv ey
and the two other analytical mathods waed
were flawed or inappropriateiy apphicid
Despite this disagreement U5 +PA
IEPA have with the risk assessientoa BN s
currently being conducted by Nl
Industries. The FS. which will be
completed later this year. will ~tuds
possible clean-up options.

Recommendations on the possible (lean up
of the site wiil be presented to U N TPV n
the FS report.



Waste Piles

Two test pits excavated during the Taracorp
" investigation of the waste pile revealed a
mixture of
materials
ranging in
size from
dust, to slag
particles weighing in excess of 1.000
pounds. Samples were obtained from
blast-fumace slag, materials from the upper
portion of the Taracorp pile. material from
between 25 to 35 drums containing wastes
from metal processing and dust from the
smelter’s air filter, and samples of material
from the SLLR pile. Each sample was
analyzed for the presence of several heavy
metals. The blast-furnace slag and SLLR
pile analyses showed both to be hazardous
because of high lead concentrations.
Materials from the upper portion of the
main Taracorp pile and the drummed
material were found to be hazardous
because of high concentrations of lead and
cadmium. A separate test revealed that
lead and cadmium found in the main
Taracorp pile could leach out of the pile
and into the surrounding environment. The
lead and cadmium concentrations are high
enough that if they do mcve out of the
waste pile they could be hazardous to
human health and the environment.

Ground Water

A total of twelve ground-water monitoring
wells were installed on and around the site
as part of the
investigation. The
wells were installed
to determine if
contamination
present in area

contaminants from the Taracorp Inc.
property. The wells were also installed to
determine the direction of local ground-
water flow and determine if pollution is
moving within ground water.

The RI determined that the local ground
water flows southwest towards the
Mississippi River. The ground water was
also found unsuitable for drinking because
test wells indicated the water was

contaminated with dissolved solids,
suifates. and manganese. There are
approximately 36 private ground-water
wells located within two miles of the site.
although the investigation did not
determine whether they are currently in
use. Granite City's municipal drinking
water comes from the Mississippi River
and does not appear to be affected by
contaminated ground water.

The results of the investigation showed that
two on-site wells have above normal levels
of sulfates. dissolved solids. and the
following heavy metals: arsenic, cadmium,
manganese. nickel. and zinc. The heavy
metals. however. do not appear to be
moving off site. Lead concentrations from
on and off-site wells were found to be
generally less than 0.02 ppm. The
investigation did not evaluate deep ground-
water quality, and as a result did not
determine if contamination was migrating
off-site at a lower depth.

STANDARDS AND
GUIDELINES FOR LEAD

Soil

The ASTDR has set a guideline for
Granite City of 500 to 1000 ppm.
The U.S. EPA does not have a
standard for lead in soil so it has
adopted this guideline for the
investigation.

Air
The National Ambient Air Quality
Standard set by U.S. EPA is 0.156

ppm.

Drinking Water
The proposed U.S. EPA standard
for lead in drinking water is 5000

ppm. ‘

Figure 2
Venice
Remote Fill
Area Locations




Agency for Toxic Subthnea and Disease Registry .
{ATSDR} A branch of the U.S. Department of Heaith
and Human Services based in Atlanta, Georgia. it
primarily conducts health assessments of Superfund
sites in conjunction with state agencies.

Consent Order - A legal agreement between the U.S.
EPA, the potentially responsible parties for a site and
sometimes the State. Under a Consent Order, PRPs
agree to perform investigations or other remedial
activities at a particular hazardous waste site.

Ground Water - Underground water that fills pores in
sand and gravel or openings in rock to the point of
saturation. When ground water accumutates in -
significant quantities, rt may be used as a source of
drinking water. . S

Heavy Metals - A group of metals including lead,

\ cadmium, and manganese. These can be h:ghly toxic
at relatively low concentrations. .

Monitoring Wells - Special wells installed at sélected:
-locations on or near & hazardous waste site to sampb
ground water at selécted depths and to evaluate the
n&waterﬂbw- N
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Dissolved Solid < This is a generic term. It can b"" '
any of a number of chemicals or minerals found..

dissalved in water.' The test to detect dissolved -
solids is a general test, is used to determine if wmr
is poliuted. !f dissolved solids are fourid in w
more tests ars: conducted to |dentlfy wh
chemicals are prasent. T }

""ﬁaomammated dust or fhmes amfé |
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| Nstional Priorities List (NPL} - U.S. EPA's list of the top
priority hazardous waste sites in the country that are
eligible for federal cleanup money under Superfund

Remedia! Investigation (Rl and Feasibility Study (FS)
- Two distinct but related studies. The remedial
investigation examines the nature and the extent of
contamination problems at the site. The feasibility
study evaluates different methods to clean up or
otherwise resolve the contamination found during the
remedial investigation

Risk Assessment A study based on the resuits of the
RI, to determine the extent to which chemical
contaminants found at the site pose a risk to public

" heeaith and the environment.

' 8‘9 - Waste by-products which result from the
smelting of metallic ore or objects containing metal.

Slﬁehing - A process of either melting or fusing metai
" bearing ores in order to recover or purify particular
... metals,

i' f'd - Fo‘und in soﬁwe ores. '__fbi'ca'n be toxic by
gestion or by inhalation of contaminated dust or
mes. Lead accumulates in the body, and can

A "Mm - Usualty found in iron ore. Inhalatnon
v ob dust or fumes over a period of time can cause
o damage to the central nervous system.

iSllfltos - Sulfate itself is not dangerous, but
".combined with other chamncais it can be dangerous
- o toxic. The danger depends on which chemical it
mblnes with.
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The Next Step

Now that the potution study is complete, NL Industries is
conducting u study of wavs to clean up the site. Under U.S.
EPA and [EPA supervision. NL Industries will screen and
evaluate cieanup alternatives. The evaluation of each
alternative will consider:

* Ability to protect human health and the environment:

« Compliance with laws and regulations:

+ Costetfectiveness:

* Acceptance of the altemative by the state and the

COmMMuUnIY;

« Effectiveness (short and long-term):. and
« Ability to be implemented

When this study is complete . U.S. EPA will select a
preterred cleanup alternative for the site.
distribute information on the study and the proposed
cleanup alternatives to the community.
commumity will have an opportunity to review and

comment on iall the alternatives evaluated. U.S. EPA

will take all public comments into consideration betore

it makes a final decision on the site cleanup.

LS. EPA will

Members ot the



For More Information

Government Contacts
MaryAnn Croce Brad Bradley
Community Relations Remedial Project i
Coordinator Manager |
Office of Public Affairs Office of Superfund
(312) 886-1728 (312) 886-4742 Ken Miller
Project Manager
U.S. EPA, Region 5 lllinois Environmental
230 South Dearborn Street Protection Agency
Chicago, Illinois 60604 (217) 782-6760
TOLL-FREE:
1-800-621-8431
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Central Time
MAILING LIST ‘

If you have not received information in the mail
about the NL/Taracorp Superfund site and wish to
be placed on the mailing list, please complete this -
form, detach, and mail to:
MaryAnn Croce (SPA-14) ADDRESS
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5 CITY STATE ZIP
Office of Public Affairs

i 230 South Dearborn Street PHONE :
Chicago, IL 60604

N U. S. Environmental Protection Agency .
\.’ Region 5
Office of Public Affairs (SPA-14) :

230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604
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